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Hast ‘To the Right Honourable 


RICHARD Ff 


Earl of ANGLESEY: | 


My LORD, | 


CXEY SS HERE is nothing | 
wr OE g, that refle&ts more I | 





Case seh than Learn- 
ing, for which many of your’ 
Lordfhip’s Anceftors were high- 
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DEDICATION. 
ly diftinguifhed, and in par- | 
ticular, your Lordfhip’sGrand- 
father, Arthur Earl of Anglefey, 
Lord Privy Seal in the Reign of 
King Charles I. to whofe Wil- 
dom, Prudence and Courage, 
the Nation is indebted, for the 
Reftoration of that-Prince and 
the Royal Family, and with 
them, the Return of Learning, 
and the Re-eftablifhment of our 
Religion and Laws, His Addrefs’ 
and Penetration difconcerted all 
the black and. hellifh Defigns 
that were carrying on between 
the Ufurper and the French 
Court, againft the Royal Houfe 
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DEDICATION. 
of the Stuarts, which was a 
happy Earneft of the Eminent 
Services he afterwards perform- 
ed in the Parliament that de- 
clared for the Reftoration, be- 
ing Chairman of the Commit- 
tee that paved the Way for 
that furprizing Event: Nor is 
it poflible for me to give a 


more fincere Teftimony of my 
_ profound Efteem for yourLord- 





fhip, than to wifh, you may 
imitate the Virtues of your Il- 
luftrious Anceftor, to whom 
the Three Kingdoms are, ina 
great Meafure, obliged for the 
Bleffings they meee and your 
Lord- 
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DEDICATION. 
fhip’s *good Senfe, fprightly’ 
Genius and Affiduity in the: | 
Bufinefs of your Country, as: | 
well in Great-Britain as:Ire-- | 
land, give us. roem to hope: | 
a your Lordfhip. will: be an Or=- | 
a nament to both;.. and the wor-: 
thy Reprefentative. of fuch:a: 
Nobleman, 












ie I am, 
a Your Lordfhip’s moft Obedient 


Humble Servant, 
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"The AutHuors PREFACE. 






well received by the Pubiick, as 
BSE Ry no Age was ever more curious 
in Refearches of Antiquity, or more dilt- 
gent in making pompous Colleétions, than 
the prefent; and as this is, perhaps, the 
jirft Effay upon the Subjef, in our Language. 
Among ft other Advantages that will re- 
fult from this Work, it will be highly ufeful 
to fuch Noblemen and Gentlemen as vifit 
foreign Countries, by inftruciing them im 
the Manner of perufing whatever 15 curi- 
ous in the Vatican, and other famous Li- 
braries. | : 
Here, likewife, the Authority of the 
moft celebrated Works of the Ancients, 1s 
inveftigated, through the various Stages and 
Vicifitudes, to which they were no lefs fub- 
jetted than the Authors, being fometimes che- 
vifbed, then perfecuted, afterwards reftored, 
or, if we may ufe the Expreffion, raifed 
from their Graves, where they remained in 
Objcurity above a Thoufand Years : So that 
it may be affirmed, no Species of Hiftory 
fur- 






































PR E F ACG 
furmfoes us with fuch a Variety of inftruc- 
tive and delightful Incidents, as that of 
Books and Libraries, which fome of the re- 
nowned Princes and Sages of Antiquity va- 
lued at a higher Rate than-any of their 
other Poffesfions. 

This Work bas been colletied from vari- 
ous Authors, and brought down to our 
Times ; and foould it meet with the Appro- 
bation of the Publick, the Author will pro- 
ceed with the Libraries of thefe Kingdoms, 
which, for Number, Splendor and Mag- 
nificence, are not inferior to thofe of old 
Greece or Rome, even in the Meridian 
of their Glory. 

Private Libraries change Mafters fo of- 
ten, that it bas been thought fufjictent to 
name the firft Colleétors , and it 1s furpri- 
jing, that Men of Letters and Fortune 
would expend exorbitant Sums in making 
Collections, and abandon them, upon their 
Death, to the Mercy of Auctioneers or 
Brokers. 

And in order to render this Treatife 
more compleat, and ufeful, the Author bas 
given necefary Inftruttions, as well for the 
Choice of Books, as for ranging them in the 
moft advantageous Order. 
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CHAP. L 


® T has been the Opinion | 
of fome Authors, that i | 
the Hebrews had no Li. 
braries, and that they 
were lefg afliduous in cultivating Let- 
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[24 
ters, than the Pagan Nations, with 
Whom God had enjoined them to 
have no Commerce. 

Others again, are of contrary Sen- 
timents, and would perfwade us, that 
Arts and Sciences ow’d their Origi- 
nal to the Hebrews ; and ’tis,indeed, 
highly probable, they were the firft 
Founders of Libraries ; but ’tis difh- 
cult to trace, either the Books, or 
the Authors; all we can conjecture 
is, that as Adam was blefled with 
the moft extenfive Knowledge, it is 
reafonable to imagine, he was nota 
little diligent to have it tranfmitted 
to his Pofterity ; but all Authors a- 
eree, that he left nothing in Wsri- 
ting; having communicated his 
Knowledge by verbal Inftru@ion, 
which was afterwards call’d Traditi- 
on, and continued, according to. 
fome, from Father to Son, to the 
Time of Abraham, and in the Opi- 
nion 
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nion of others, to that of AZofes, 
when Books firft appeared in the 
World. 

Fofephus, indeed, tells us, in his 


Antiquities,that Seth,one of Adam's 
Sons, had learnt from his Father,. 


that the World would be twice de- 
{troy’d; firft by Water, afterwards by 
Fire, and that he had raifed two Pil- 
lars, upon each of which, he had en- 
graved the whole Sum of his Know- 
ledge, in order to preferve it from 
thofe univerfal Calamities: He al- 
ledges that as the Motive, which ine 
duced Seth to ere& one of thofe Pil- 
lars with Stone, as. beft adapted for 
refiling.the Violence of Water, and 
the other with Brick, as fitteft to bear 
the Rage of Fire. 

All. this is, however, very uncer- 
tains and the, World will fcarcely be- 
lieve it from any Author, except one 
who lived at that Time. 
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| ‘But granting it were true, we muft 
] then conclude,that Set/ was inftruct- 
ed by his Father in the Art of Wri- 
ting, and confequently, that the 
Original of Books is to be referr’d 
to that Period of Time: It is true, 
there were certain Hereticks called - 
Sethiani from that Patriarch, who 
boafted they had his Books, and that 
they founded their Doétrine upon 
them. | 
We are likewife inform’d by fome 
_ Authors, that Exoch left all his Pro-—~ 
_ phecies in Writing, and fome ven- 
ture even toaffirm, that the Book of 
that Patriarch contain’d four thoufand 
Lines ; but I don’t pretend to deter- 
mine the Controverfy: However, 
there is more room to challenge the 
Veracity of this Relation, than to 
fupport it. Tertullian, indeed, in 
his Treatife ‘De habitu mulierum, 
places that Book of Enoch amongtt 
the 
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the Canonical, and it is mention’d. 
in the Epiftle of St. Jude; but 
St. Ferome and St. Auguftin look 
upon it as Apocrypha. 1 am well 
apprized that William Poftellus va-. 
lued him({elf, not a little, upon com-, 
piling his Work ‘De Originibus,ftom 
that Book, and there, he tells us, he. 
difcover’d all the Myfteries of. the 
Religion of the Oriental Nations 
from the Writings of Enoch. and. 
Noah. 

But I muft take the Liberty to fay, 
Poftellus was a very whimfical Wri- 
ter, and that his Lucubrations are fo 
replenifhed with Chimeras and Ab- 
furditics, that a Man mutt be infa- 
tuated who would give them any Cre- 
dit; and indeed, he feems to pleafe 
himfelf with impofing upon the: 
World, when he affures us, that du- 
ring his Abode at Rome, an Ethio- 
pian Prieft had explain’d to him, the 
B 3 Oxdet 
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Ordér and Subject of Endch’s Book, 
and that it was receiv'd, as Canoni- 
cal, in the Church of the Queen of 
Saba: But were it even true, that 
the Ethiopian had given him fuch 
Information, we muft conclude, it 
was with no other View, than to 
laugh at his Credulity. Some like- 
wife would father a Mathematical 
Treatife upon Enoch, by which he 
acquired the Reputation of a Man 
of great Learning; but we have no 
better Teftimonies of the Exiftence 
of this Book, than the others. 
Some Ages ago, there was an an- 
cient Manufcript handed about, un- 
der the Title of The Teftament of 
the Twelve Patriarchs, which, ac- 
cording to fome, had been compofed 
before Mo/es’s Time: but it is look’d 
upon as Apocrypha ; as is that which 
the Fews afcribe to Abraham, and 
call, Zhe Book of the Creation ; 
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Nala ge 
where they tell us, that that Patri- 
arch, in a few Words, explains the 
Principles of the Cadala, with the 
Manner of reprefenting the ineffable 
Name of God, by which Abraham 
perform’d fo many Miracles. We 
have likewife Jacob's Teftament, of 
which fome would have Fob to be 
the Author: But Pope Ge/afimus con- 
demn’d itas fpurious, with the Work 
called Facob’s Ladder, which was 
highly efteem’d by the Hereticks call- 
ed Edzonites. 

Mofes feems to infinuate, there 
were Books before his Time; for in 
the 21ft Chapter of Numbers, he 
mentions a Book of the Wars of the 
Lord; but moft of the Fews are of 
Opinion, that That was the fame 
Book of Numbers : And the Reafon 
they affign for it is, that the fame 
Hebrew Word imports a Book, as 
well as Number, according to the 
Inter 
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F386) 
Interpreters: And that the Book of 
Numbers was fo called, as contain- 
ing the Number of the Lord’s Wars, 
by the. Miniftry.of the Hebrews. .-1 
know. very well, there: are, many 
other learned’ Opinions, that there 
were no Books before Mo/fes; and 
without difcufiing the Point any fur- 
ther at prefent, the Argument I ad- 
vanced before, on the fame Side of 
the Quieftion, feems to. me. to’ be the 
moft probable‘of all. 

Wehavean Accountof fome other 
Books fuppofed: to be wrote before 
Mofes’s ‘Time: Amongft the reft, 
the Hiftory of Sephora, Wife of 
that divine Law-giver, which is men- 
tion’d by Fofephus ; and the Book 


of Fannes and Fambres,.who were 


Chiefs of Pharaoh's Magicians ».And 
fome haye placed, the-Book of Fob 
in the Number ‘of ‘thefe ancient 
Writings, 

But 
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But all thefe Works are founded 
only upon Suppofition, or uncertain 
Relation, if Credit may be given 
toa great many celebrated Authors, 
who have examined the Affair with 
the greateft Care and Delicacy, and 
are unanimous that thete was no- 
thing in Writing before Mo/és, all 
Knowledge and Science having been 
communicated by Tradition only 
before that Period. 

Hence we may coriclude, that, as 
there were no Books before the 
Time of that Prophet, fo there could 
be noLibraries amongft the Hebrews 
till after his Death, when his Books 
were prefery’d with a religious Care, 
and in Procefs of Time, feveral o- 
ther Works were added to them. | 

The Books of that Nation may . 
be divided into two Claffes, the one 
Sacred, the other Prophane: The 
Objet of the firft was Religion on- 


ly, 
































[ 10°] 
ly, and of the other, Natural Phi- 
fophy, and Civilor Political Learn- 
ing. atte 

The firft were preferv’d either in 
publick Places,’ or in. Private: By 
publick Places, we muft under- 
{tand every,Synagogue, particularly 
the ‘Temple. of ‘ferufalem, . where 
were kept,.with the greateft Careand 
Vigilance, the holy Tables of Stone, 
upon which God was pleafed to 
write the Ten Commandments with 
his own Hand, and which he ordered 
Mofes, upon Mount Horeb,, to de+ 
pofite in the Ark of the Covenant. 

I could. here. make a great many 
curious Obfervations upon the Tables 
and the Ark; but I was apprehen- 
five fuch a Defign would draw out 
into too much Length, and. engage 
me to take in many different Sub- 
jects, each of which would require 
a particular Diflertation; fo that I 
mutt 
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muft then have fallen into one of 
thefe Inconveniencies; that is, to 
fatigue the Reader with a tedious 
Lecture, or to treat the Matter inac- 
curately, which, in my Opinion, 
would be lavifhing away Time. 

But to return to our Subject: Be- 
fides the Tables of the Law, the 
Books of Mofes and the Prophets 
were kept in the moft fecret Part of 
the Sanctuary ; and we muft obferve, 
that as the High Prieft only had the 
Privilege to enter that holy Place, 
and that but once a Year, thofe Sa- 
cred Books were guarded againft Cor- 
ruption or Interpolations, no one 
being permitted either to read, or 
to touch them. | 

It muft likewife be obferv’d, the 
Books of Mo/fes were the Touch- 
{tone by which others were try’d and 
examin’d. This indeed was foretold 
by that Divine Legiflator, in the 32d 
Chapter 






















, Ci Ist 
Chapter of “Deuteronomy, where he 
order’'d the Levites to place his 
Books within the Ark of the Cove- 
nant, that they might bea Teftimo- 
ny againft them, and their Succeflors, 
in cafe they fhould fail in their Duty. 
Some are of Opinion, that when 
Mofes was drawing near Death, he 
order’d twelve Copies of the Law to 
be made, which he diftributed amongft 
the twelve Tribes; but Mazmonides 
affures us, that he commanded thir- 
teen Copies to be wrote; thatis,twelve 
for the twelve Tribes, and one for 
the Levites, pronouncing thefeW ords 
at the Time of diftributing them ; 
Receive the Book of theLaw, which 
God himfelf hath given tous. There 
is a great Difpute amongft the Inter- 
preters, whether that Sacred Volume 
was depofited in the Ark with the 
Tables of Stone, or in a little Ca- 
binet apart. 
Be 
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Be that as it will, Fof/bua wrote 
a Book which he afterwards added 
to Mofes’s*. All the Prophets, by 
God’s Command, made Tran{cripts 
of their Sermons and Exhortations, 
as may be obferv’d in the 15th Chap- 
ter of Feremiah, and feveral other 
Places of Scripture ; which Sermons 
and Exhortations were likewife kept 
in the Temple, for the Edification 
of Pofterity. 
~All thofe Works compofed a very 
beautiful Library, but much more 
valuable, through their intrinfick 
Merit, than their Number. 

This is all that can be offer’d con- 
cerning the facred Library kept in the 
Temple; but we mutt obferve, tha¢ 
after the Return of the ews from 
the Captivity, Nehemiah colleacd 
the Books of Mofes, thofe of Kings, 
and the Prophets, of which he form’d 


* Joth. xiv. 
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[ 14 ] 
a Library, and, ‘tis probable, he was 
aflifted by E/dras, who, in the Opi- 
nion of fome, reftored the Penta- 
zeuch, and all the ancient Scriptures, 
after the Babylonzans had taken Fe- 
rafalem, burnt the Temple, and with 
it, all the Library. 

Whether this Opinion be well 
grounded or not, I will not take up- 
on me to determine; but thisis cer- 
tain, that the Point is much con- 
tefted, and that ‘tis not eafy to clear 
up the Difficulty. 

That Library, according to fome 
Authors, wasre-eftablifhed by Fudas 
Maccabeus, after the greateft part 
had been burnt by Aztiochus, as 
may be obferved in the firft Chapter 
of the firft Book of the Maccabees ; 
and though we fhould grant it fub- 
fifted rill the Deftruction of the fe- 
cond Temple, yet we have no Cer- 
tainty as to the Place where it was 
depolited ; 
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depofited ; but it is probable it had 
the fame Fate with the City: For 
though Rabbi Benjamin affirms the 
Tomb of the Prophet Ezekzel, with 
the Library of ie firft and fecond 
Temples, were to be feen in his Time, 
at a Place on the Banks of the River 
Euphrates, yet M. Weffel of Gro- 
ningen, and many other Perfons of 
Reputation, who travell’d on pur- 
pole to Mefopotamia, to fee that 
Tomb, have unanimoufly declared, 
there was not the leaft Colour Of 

Truth for Rabbi Benjamin's Relati- 

on, there being no fuch Tomb or 

Library to be found in that Country. 

My Joey, was in vain, {ays 

M. Weffel, fince the Fews -would 

rather lofe alltheir Books than read 

what they were not inclinable to 

confe/s. 
Now, befides. this great Library, 
which was religi slily kept in the 
q. 2. Lemple,. 


























“ee 

Temple, there was one in every 
Synagogue*, Authors being, almoft, 
unanimous, that the Academy of 
Ferufalem contain’d 450 Synagogues 
or Colleges, each‘ of which had a 
Library and an Appartment for teach- 
ing. ‘The Scriptures were read pub- 
lickly in the Libraries; and the 
Mifhna, or Tradition, was taught in 
the Place called The Houfe of Do- 
étrine. ‘The moft confiderable of 
all the Synagogues was that of Z7- 
berias, {o call’d by Herod, in Honour 
to the Emperor of that Name. 

It is certain, the Sciences flourifh’d 
in thofe Synagogues "till St. Ferome’s 
Time; that is, for the fpace of four 
hundred and twenty Years after our 
Saviour: And the fame Father ac- 
knowledges in his Preface to his An- 
notations upon the Chronicles, that 
a Doctor of the Law who had, then, 


iy Acts xv. Luke iv. 16, 17. 


been 








been in great Reputation with the 


ble Inftructions in one of their Col- 


leges; by which he had received: 
fuch Lights as were very ufeful to: 


him in interpreting that Book, 


It has been a Subje&t of Contro-: 
verfy amongft the Curious, whether 
this City of Tiberias was the Place 
“of Refidence of the Mazoreths, who 
finifhed the Fal/mud, and added the: 
“Accents and Vowel-points to the 
Hebrew Text, and were the Authors: 
of the Mazora; and it mutt be al- 


‘low’d there is fome Difficulty in the 
Affair. 


Befides ‘thefe publick Libraries: 
which were kept in the Temple and: 
Synagogues, there were other facred: 


Libraries that were private. Every: 
Few had one, being obliged to have 


the Books that concerned Religion,, 
C3 and: 


Fews, had given him very profita- 
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' and even a Copy of the Law wrote 
| with his own Hand. 

It were eafy to make fome curfo- 
ry Remarks, which would, perhaps, 
feem not a little curious, upon their 
Manner of writing, and the Ceremo- 
nies obferv’d about it; but I chufe to 
wave it, not only as ‘tis foreign to 
my Defign, but likewife, in regard 
others haye wrote copioufly upon 
that Subjeét: Nor is it neceflary to 
enter upon a tedious Differtation of 
their Prophane or Civil Libraries, 
which were Publick or Private: The 
former were likewife kept in the 
Temple, or in the Synagogues, and 
were compofed of Books that treated 
of various Subjects ; amongft others, 
thofe that comprized the Maxims and 
Contftitutions of the Hebrew Com- 
mon-wealth, which were wrote by 
Samuel, when he anointed Sau/, and 
placed by him as a facred Depo/i- 
I Uns 
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tum before the Lord, as is mention’d 
in the firft Book of that Prophet. 

There were, befides, feveral other 
Books in thofe Libraries, which are 
mention ‘d in the Scriptures, but have 
been loft, particularly The Book of 
Right mention’d in the roth Chap- 
ter of Fofhua, and which fome Au- 
thors have placed amoneft the Sa- 
cred Poems: The Book of the Chro- 
nicles of the Kings of Media and 
Perfia, mention’d in the roth Chap- 
ter of Ejfther: To thefe we may 
add feveral Books of King Solomon, 
which are not tranfmitted to us; as, 
The Book of the Nature and Pro- 
perties of Animals, the Book of 
Plants and precious Stones, which, 
according to fome Authors, was de- 
liver'd by Alexander to Ariffotle, 
when he took Poffeflion of Feru/a- 
lem. The Book of Remedies, which 
is {aid to have been fix’d to the Portico 
of 
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of the Temple, and was taken away 
by the Command of Ezekzel, in re- 
gard the People, for whom it was 
at firft intended, placed more Confi- 
dence in it, for healing Diftempets, 
than in God himfelf. The Book of 
Magic, and that which treated of 
the Manner of invoking Spirits,were 
wrote by So/omon, according to fome 
Authors; but there is fome Reafon 
to ‘doubt of it. 

It mut likewife be obferv’d, 
that there was in each Synagogue a 
publick Book, in which were wrote 
the Names of all the Tribes, andthe 
Parents.of the Infants that were cir- 
cumcifed, with the Year, Month, 
and Day of the Ceremony, in order 
to certify the Age and Family upon 
Occafion, which is ftill practifed a- 
moneft Chriftians that are baptized. 

There was a great Number of other 


Books, but it would be tedious to 
exihibit 
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exhibit a Catalogue of them; and I 
flatter myfelf, enough has been faid 
to give a general Notion of the Few- 
ifh Libraries, as well Civil as Religi- 
ous. 

We might, indeed, take notice of 
their famous Academies, where there 
were fine Libraries: They had like- 
wife feveral Cities that were much 
celebrated for Learning; amongft 
others, that mention’d by Fofbua, 
called The City of Letters, by way 
of Pre-eminence, the Sciences having 
been very much cultivated in it. The 


Scripture tells us, it was fituatedup- 


on the Confines of the Tribe of Fu- 
dah. twas, probably, the renown- 
ed Cariatfepher, of which a Num- 
ber of Miracles is related:. And ’tis 
very likely there might be a magni- 
ficent Library in it. 

I pafs over in Silence thofe Libra- 
rics which the Jews may have found- 
ed 








[ 22 ] 
ed for fome Ages paft; “tis enough 
to fay, that as they were difperfed 
over all Parts of the World, and di- 
vided into feveral Sects, of whom 
the Caraites are the moft learned.. 
All they could do, was to preferve the 
Books concerning Religion, which 
are now compofed of nothing but 
Dreams and Whimfies of their Ca- 
bala and Talmud; and thofe which 
contain the Conftitutions of the Sy- 
nagogue, with the Confirmation of 
their Kings: But we muft obferve in 
the firft Place, thofe Books being full 
of Blafphemies againft the Gofpel, 
were condemned by the Univerfity 
of Paris, and by two Popes: And, 
Secondly, that by a Brief of onc of 
thofe Popes, there were above 12000 
Hebrew Volumes burnt at Cremona, 
the Lofs of which being much re- 
oretted by Ga/atinz, drew upon him 
the juft Cenfures of all Chriftians. 

CHAP. 
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Of the Libraries of the Chaldeans, | 
Egyptians, Phenicians, and Ara- 
bians. 


S48 O proceed regularly in this 
SGA Difcourfe, we mutt treat 
next of the Collections of 
the Chaldeans and Egyp- 
tians, they being, probably, the firft 
whom the Jews inftruGted in the Sci- 
ences,as they were neareft Fudea. To 


them we fhall join the Pheniciansand 
LArabians. 





It is certain that Learning was in 
high Efteem in all thofe Nations, 
efpecially the Egyptians, who, in 
the Opinion of fome Authors, have 
been look’d upon as the moft learn. 
ed People in the World, as well in 


the 
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the Pagan Theology, as in Phyfics 
and Natural Philofophy. 

This makes it probable, that their 
great Love for Letters produced abun- 
dance of learned Works amongft 
them, and that their Virtuofi had 
made large Collections of Books. 

We have no Authors that menti- 
on the Libraries of Chaldea: All 
that can be fatd of them is, that 
there were great numbers of learned 
Men in that Country, who, accord- 
ing to the Report of feveral Writers, 
compofed many Works of great 
Erudition. 

Amongft others we muft reckon 
Zoroafier, {o famous for his Skill in 
Magic. Hermippus, who wrote 
upon the fame Subject, affures us that 
ZLoroafier wrote a Poem of two 
Millions of Verfes : Nor muft we for, 
set Dardanus the Phyfician, whofe 
Vorks 
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Works were found in his Tomb. by 
Democritus, and by him publifhed. 
Of this Country likewife was 
Bileamus the Prophet, who was de- 
{cended from Nachor, Brother to 
Abraham, and probably reduced to 
Writing atl his Prophecies, which are 
mentioned by Mo/fes. Eu/febzus tells 
us in his Work De Preparatione 
Evangelica,that the Phenicians were 
very curious in collecting Books ; 
but the greateft and beft-chofe Li- 
braries were thofe of the Egyptians, 
who excell’d other Nations as well 
in Learning as in Libraries. 
According to feveral Authors, the 
firft who founded a Library in Egypt 
was Symandus,Succeflor toProtheus, 
in that Kingdom, and Cotemporary 
‘with Priam King of Troy. Pierius 
tells us, that Prince was fo much in 
love with Study, that he collecteda 
D mag- 
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magnificent Library, in the Fron- 
tifpiece of which, there was this In- 
fcription, Animi Pabilum, The 
Nourifbment of the Soul, to fignity 
that as Viands nourifh the ‘Body, fo. 
Learning nourifhes the Soul. Dzo- 
dorus Siculus fays, indeed, that the 
Infcription was) Animt Medicina, 
Lhe Medicine of the Soul, which is 
almoft of the fame Import; for what 
nourifhes us, heals‘us. He adds, that 
the Portraits of all the Egyptian 
Gods were placed’ in that Library. 
But that Hiftorian gives us no Ac: 
count of the Number of Volumes 
of which it was compofed, nor has 
any other Author fuppHed that De- 
fect. eh 
But if we may judge of at’ by 
Conjectures, it could not be very 
numerous, fince there were few 
Books then in the World : However, 
with- 
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without engaging any further in the 
Controverfy,, which cannot be eafi- 
ly »determin’d, .it muft be granted, 
there .was a. very fine Library at 
Memphis, now called Grand Cairos 
which was depofited, in the Temple 
of Vulcan. This recalls to my Mind 
Naucrates’s Chatge againtt Homer, 
whom he accufes of Pyracy; for he 
would perfwade the World, that he 
ftole the [iad and Odyffey out of 
that Library, (where they had been 
placed by a Poetefs call'd Phantajia, 
who compofed them) and wasafter- 
wards fo audacious as to publifh them 
ashisown, . 
_, But the greateft and moft magnifi- 
cent Library of Egypt, and, perhaps, 
of the whole World, was that of 
the Ptolomeys in Alexandria. Xt 
was begun by Ptolomey Philadel- 
pous, the moft learned of all the 
D 2 Egyptian. 
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Ezyptian Monarchs, if ~we: may 
give Credit to Tertullian. 

That Great Prince, through the 
Perfuafion of the learned Demetrius 
Phalereus, order’d all the Writings 
of that Country to be tranflated_into 
Greek, that they might be univerfally 
known, the Greek Language being 
then {poke in all Parts; and fo dili- 
gent was that renown’d Monarch in 
encreafing his Library, that he procu- 
red Manufcripts at a great Expence, 
from all Countries, and, according 
to JA. Gellius, it confifted of no lefs 
than feyen hundred thoufand Vo- 
lumes. 

But all others who have left us 
any: Memorials of this extraordinary 
Collection, are almoft unanimous, 
that it confifted of no»more than 
three hundred thoufand inthe Reign 
of Philadelphus; bute tat it wag 
aug~ 
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augmented to feven hundred’ thou- 
fand in the fucceeding Reigns, 

It muft, indeed, be acknowledg- 
ed that the Number feems to be very 
extraordinary ; but we muft-not be 
furprized at it, when we confider, 


that the Learned carried their Works. 


from all Parts to that Library, as 
to a Theatre of Learning, where 
Glory was to be obtained: And that 
the King had employ’d all his Power 
and Reputation to procure Books ei- 
ther by Force, or Perfuafion, and 
Gentlenefs: And fo zealous was he 
m that Purfuit, that he refufed to 
furnifh the Athenians with Provifi- 
ons, ina Time of Famine, ‘till they 
had put into his Hands the original 
Manuicripts of Sophocles’s Trage- 
dies, with thofe of Euripides and 
Lifchylus ; but no fooner had the 
Athenians comply’d, but he fent 
D 3 them 
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them back Copies of thefe’ Works, 
exempted them from the Paymene 
of all Duties in his Dominions, and 
lent them fifteen Talents, in acknow- 
ledgment for their Complaifance. 

He purchafed Ariffotle’s Works 
from Neleus, with a vatt Number 
of other Volumes which he bought 
at Rome and Athens, at extravagant 
Prices. 

But nothing was’ fo great an Em- 
bellifhment to his Library as the Sa- 
cred Writings, which were depofited 
inthe chief Apartment, after they 
had been tranflated intowGreek: by. 
the Seventy Elders; whom) Elea/ar 
the High Prieft had fent for that End; 
to Ptolomey, who employ’d Ariftzus, 
a Man of great Ernditiony) and: Ay- 
drew, Captain. of his Guards, to de- 
mand-them, through’ the Inftigation. 
of Demetrius, who exprefied a pafli- 
onate 
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onate Zeal to have the Bible tran- 
flated, and to honour his Mafter’s 
Library with the Copy. 

lll fay nothing of that extraordi- 
nary Tranflation, nor of the Order, 
or Method obferv’d by the LXX in 
performing the. Work, the whole 
Affair being related with great Fi- 
delity in St. Auguftin’s City of God, 
Fofephus, Eufebius, and feveral other 
Authors. | will only obferve, that as 
God had determined to call the Gen- 
tiles, He was pleafed that the Bible 
fhould be tranflated into a Language 
that was known to them, im order 
to difpofe them to receive the Evan- 
gelical Truths, by rendering fuch 
things familiar to them before-hand,, 
as the Apoftles were afterwards to. 
teach them. 

1 am well apprized there are fome 
learned Men amongft the Moderns 
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who; are of Opinion, that "the Se- 
venty-two Interpreters werenot aflitt: 
ed by any fupernatural Graces or 
Gifts, in tranflating the Old Tefta- 
ment; in which they are fupported 
by the Authority of Eu/ebzas, who 
tells us, Praepar. Evang. lib. 13. 
eap. 3. that the Books of A/o/es were 
tranflated into Greek long before the 
Perfian Empire. 

I thought myfelf obliged to relate 
thefe Particulars, as they are not on- 
ly of. great Importance, and capable 
of giving Satisfaction ‘to thofe who 
are pleafed with Things that ‘are 
fingular, but likewife in'regard they 
are conducive in giving us ajuft Idea 
of this famous Library which ex- 
cell’d all others. 

It is true, Seneca does not feem 
to be much pleafed with it, looking 
upon it rather as a Monument of 
Luxury 
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Luxury and Pomp, than a Founda- 
tion for the Improvement of Learn- 
ing: This however is certain, that 
it was, almoft, burnt and. deftroy’d 
by Czfar's Troops, when he was 
‘compel!l'd to fet Fire to the Palace of 
the Prolomeys, where he was be- 
fieced, which may be feen at large 
in Plutarch’s Life of Czefar. 

But it was afterwards repair’d with 
the Remains of that at Pergamus, 
of which AZ. dAuthony made.a Pre- 
fent to Cleopatra, and of which we 
fhall give the Reader fome Account 
in this Place. — 

That Library was founded by 
Eumenes and Attalus ; Kings of ‘Per- 
gamus, through a Spirit of Emula- 
tion; for thofe Princes made all 
their Efforts to be equal with the 
Kings of Egypt in Grandeur and 
Magnificence ; -and ‘particularly in 
collecting 
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collecting a prodigious Number of 
Books, which P/ny tells us amount- 
ed to more than two hrndred Thou- 
fand. Valateranus fays; they were 
all burntat the taking of Pergamus ; 
but Pliny, with many: other Au- 
thors, affures us, AZ Anthony be- 
ftow'd.them upon Cleopatra, as was 
obferv'd before: -And Strabo {ays, 
that Library was at Pergamus in his 
Time. that is, in the Reign of Zz- 
berius. . 

But. it is. eafy: to reconcile thefe 
different ‘Relations, by» obferving, 
that the Library had, indeed, been 
removed from Pergamus to Alex- 
andria by»«M. Anthony, and« that 
after. the Battle of Aéfzum, it..was 
carried back to Pergamus by Au- 
giffuss Command, who. took pat+ 
ticular Pleafure in fubverting, what- 
ever Anthony had eftablifhed. 
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Athenedorus, a Stoic Philofopher, 
was‘ the firft upon whom Eumenes 
had conferr’d the Care of that Li- 
brary : And feveral Authors tell us, 
that Avexander the Great had efta- 
blifhed a {umptuous one at A/exan- 
dria, which, probably, paved the 
Way for that of the Ptolomeys. 
There was a very confiderable 
Collection at Suga in Perfia, where 
Metofthenes confulted the Annals of 
that Monarchy, in order to write the 
Hiftory which he ha$ left us. “Dzo- 
dorus Siculus informs us, that Crefias, 
a learnéd Phyfician who ‘follow’d 
young Cyrus in his Expedition againft 
his Brother Artaxermes, and was ta- 
ken Prifoner, had improved himfelf 
very much by that Library, where he 
Jearnt many curious things which 


he carried back to Greece. 
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Of the GREEK LIBRARIES. 
















ifs T isuniverfally allow’d,we 
5 have nothing certain con- 
s cerning the Antiquity..of 
i Cece ; of which P/r- 
tarch complains in the Life. of 
Lhefeus, where he fays, before the 
Time of that Hero, there. was no- 
thing in the Greczan Hiftory but 
frozen Regions, or, fuch as were 
fcorched with Heat, and fuch as 
Geographers defcribe to be fituate 
near the Poles and the Equinoétial. 
Horace feems to have the fame 
Sentiments with Plutarch ; for he 
obferves in. the Fourth Book of his 
Odes, that there were, indeed, Great 
Men in Greece before Agamemnon, 
and 











and in great Numbers too, but that 
their Actions were not known, :there 
being no faithful Hiftorian or Poet 
to record them. 


Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona 
Multi: Sed omnes illachrymabiles 
Urgentur ignotique longa 
Notte ; carent quia vate facro. 


So that it may be faid, there is 
nothing certain in,the Grecian Hi- 
ftory, before the Theban and Ti rojan 
Wars: It will therefore be in vain 
to fearch either for Books, or Li- 
braries, before thofe. Periods. We 
muftlikewife obferve,that the Greeks 
compofed but few Works of Lite~ 
rature when the Sciences begun to 
flourifh amongft them, which might, 
probably, be owing to the Authori- 
ty of Pythagoras, nach enjoin‘d his 

E Scholars 
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‘Scholars to leave nothing sin Wri- 
ting: Notwithftanding which, deve- 
ral Pieces were publifhed under his 
Name, even in his Life-time. 

We have but flender Proofs that 
the firft learned Greczans, ~whote 
Wames are handed down to us, did 
not leave fome pofthumous Works. 
An Orpheus, a Linus, a Mufeus, 
a Chiron, an Atlas, have given the 
Publick everlafting Teftimonies of 
their Knowledge | 

According to the Report of fome 
Authors, Hefiod’s Poems were, in 
the Beginning, graved on leaden Ta- 
bles, and preferv’d in the Temple of 
the Mufes upon Mount Helicon, 
Hefiod having been one of their Vo- 
taries. | 

We are likewife inform’d, that 
Pherecides, Preceptor to Pythago- 


ras, was the firftt who compoted in 
Profe, 
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Profe, (all Compofitions before tat 
Time having been wrote in Verfe). 
and that his Treatife of Theology, 
where he taught the Doétrine of the 
Lran{migration of Souls, which he 
had learnt from the Phenicians, was- 
the firft Profe Eflay that appeared in 
the World: In efted, Pythagoras: 
commanded fome of his Scholars to 
publith nothing : But he allow’d fuch. 
of them as were Mathematicians, the 
Privilege of Writing: But we fee 
that his. Injunction had little Ef- 
fect; for foon. after, a great many 
of their Works, perhaps too many, 
appeared in the World; which is in 
fome meafure confirm’d by 4 Ged-~ 
ius and Lipfius; for the firft tells 
us, that Plato bought the Books of 
Philolaus, and the fecond affures us. 
that Ocel/us, another of the Pytha- 
goreans, composd a Work entituled 
Neer wavlds, which is handed down 


to us. | eS There 
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There are fome Authors who tell 
us, that E/culapius wrote a Book 
which he call’d Navicula. The 
Lacedemonians had no Books; for 
they ‘expre{s’d every thing fo con- 
cifely, and in fuch few Words, that 
Writing feem’d to be fuperfiuous, 
fince their Memories, without it, 
could eafily retain any thing that was 
memorable. 

The Athenians, on the contrary, 
foon found the Way of compofing 
feveral Works; for they were much 
more given to Talking than to AGi- 
on; whereas the others valued them- 
felves more upon AGion than Speak- 
ing, 

This {trong Byafs of the “theni- 
ans to Difcourfe foon created an In- 
clination to Writing amongft them, 
as well as amongft fome of their 
Neighbours, who were not much 
inferior to them 1n either. 

Ac- 
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Accordingly, Greece was foon- 
full of various Compofitions, which 
made a great Noife through all 
Parts of the then known World, 
and all the Sciences flourifhed in it, 
efpecially at dthens; of whichother 
Nations. were fo fenfible, that the 
Greek Books and Language were, 
every where, in the greateft Efteem, . 
as being thought only worthy to be 
known, which Cicero urges in-his - 
Oration for drchia;, where he fays, 
Greek Books are read almoft every : 
where, the Latin in fome few Parts 
of Italy only. Pliny and St. Au- 
gufize tell us the fame thing, and, 
indeed, dja, Africa, and Europe, . 
made ufe of no other Idiom than the - 
Greck at that time. They writ and - 
{poke Greek every where, amongft 
the Romans and the Gauls, when: 
the City of Mar/feilles was become 
much. celebrated for her. Academy. . 
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The Greek prevailed even'amongft 
the Parthians, though Barbarians, 
and reached the Fews, though they 
were of all People the moft jealous 
of their own Language ; yet the Po- 
lite and Learned amongft them ufed 
no other Language but Greek, either 
in {peaking or writing, of which we 
have noble Examples in the Works 
of Philo and ‘Fofephus. 


Since Greece then, was full of. 
Books, our next Enquiry muft be to 
difcover the firft Founders of Libra- 
riesin that celebrated Country ; and, 
according to V. Maximus, Pififira- 
tus, Tyrant of Athens, was the firft 
of all the Greeks who collected the 
Works of the Learned. 

That Ufurper, who was allow’d 
to be one of the greateft Orators of 
his Time, obferving the Uneafinefs 
of the People, under the lofs of their 
Liberty, eftablifhed a Library for the 
Benefit 
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Benefit of the Publick, in ordet to 
recover the good Graces of the Ci- 
tizens. 

Cicero tells us, we areindebted to 
that’ Tyrant for Homer's Works, 
which he had colleéted into one Vo- 
lume; but it is certain that the [/jzd 
and Ody/fey too, were fung as Ballads 
in all Parts of Greece without Or- 
der or Unity. 

Some indeed are of Opinion, that 
Flipparchus, Pififtratus’s Son, was 
the firft who conneéted thofe Works : 
Others again would perfwade us, it 
was Solon; and fome are no lefs 
ftrenuous for Lycurgus and Zeno- 
dotus of Ephefus. 

But without employing any more 
Time in the Enquiry, this muft be 
allow’d, that the thenians made 
great Additions to that Library after 
the Death of Pi/i/tratus, and found- 
ed others; but Xerxes carried away 
all 
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all their Books to Perfia, after he 
had taken Athens : But if Credit may 
be given to 4. Gellius, Seleucus 
Nicanor order’d them to be carried 
back to that City fome Ages after. 
Zwinger tells us, there was at that 
Time,a {plendid Library in the Ifland 
of Gnidos, one of the Greek Iflands 
called Cyclades by the Ancients, but 
thatit was burnt by Order of Aizppo- 
crates, the Phyfician, -becaufe the In- 
habitants refufed to follow his Do- 
rine and Tenets. lam, however, 
in fome Doubt as to the Truth of 
that Report; though it 1s but too 
true, that Envy was not a little pre- 
dominant amongft even the Philofo- 
phers of Antiquity: And Petrus 
Crinitus, in his Book De Honefta 
Difciplina, relates that Plato was 
fo envious and fo piqued with the 
Noife of Democritus’s Merit in the 
World, that he would certainly have 
burnt 
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burnt all his Works, had not /my- 
dis and Clinias prevented it, by re- 
monftrating, that there were Copics 
of them every where: And fome 
report that. Arzffotle was agitated 
with the fame Paflion againft all the 
Philofophers that were before him. 

But to return to my Subje@t; Cle- 
archus, Tyrant of Heraclea, who 
was one of P/ato’s and Lfocrates’s 
Difciples, founded a moft magnifi- 
cent Library in his Capital, which 
procured. him much Efteem with his 


Subjeats, in fpite of a multitude of 


Cruelties and Exorbitaticies. 

Strabo feems to be of Opinion, 
that Arzffotle was the firft Colletor 
of Books, and that he inftru@ed the 
King of Agypt in the Method of 
forming a Library ; but I don’t com- 
prehend how that could well be, 
fince Ariffotle had been dead forty 
Years 
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Years when Ptolomey Philadelphus 
founded his Library. 

- Imake no Doubt, but that Philo- 
fopher had form’da Library equal to’ 
his Knowledge, which: was eafy for 
him to accomplith, confidering his 
Riches, and that his Pupil command- 
ed the World. He was, indeed, in 
himéfelf, a living Library : Bur what 
gives us the cleareft Proofs of that 
Philofopher’s Paflion for Colle&tions, 
is the great Sum he gave for the 
Works of Speufippus, Plates Ne- 
phew, amounting to no lefs thar 
three Attzc Talents; which, ac- 
cording to Budeus’s Computation, 
isabout ten thoufand French Crowns, 

He left his Books and his School: 
to Theophraftus, who gave the for- 
mer to Ne/eus; but he fold them to: 
fome ignorant People, who negleé- 
ed.them entirely; and hearing of 
the extraordinary Zeal and Ardour 
of 
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of Attalus King of Pergamus, for 
collecting Books, they buried theirs 
in the Ground, left he fhould carry 
them away by Violence: But fome 
time after; the Defcendants of thefe 
ignorant Wretches, to whom Ne/eus 
had given thofe precious Works, find- 
ing that the Moifture of the Earth 
had almoft deftroyed them, ordered 
them to be dug out of their Grave, 
if I may ufe the Expreflion, and fold 
them to an obfcure Perfon whofe 
Name was 4pellicon. 

' This Man, who was more curious 
about the Books than the Learning 
they contain’d, (which: has fome- 
thing of the modern Tafte) procured 
Copies of them, and was very afli- 
duous in reftoring the Places that had 
been obliterated by the Moifture of 
the Ground: But the whole was 
perform’d very inaccurately, and a 
multitude of Errors were afterwards 
difcover’d 
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difcover’d in thefe Works by. the 
Learned. 

After the Death of Apellicon, and 
Sylla’s reducing Athens under the 
Roman Yoke, he order’d that Libra- 
ry to be fent to Rome, where they. 
fell into the Hands of Zyrannion, 
the Grammarian, who was’ a. very: 
zealous Peripatetick: So we may 
fay he had all the Philofophers 
Books,. with thofe of Theophra/ftus 
his Difciple and Succeffor: But he 
afterwards beftow’d them upon 4- 
dronicus. Rhodius, who publifhed 
them. 

But thofe Works, as was obferved 
before, were fo incorre&, through 
the Ignorance or Negle& of the Tran- 
{cribers, that it was faid, if U4rzffotle 
had-rofe from the Shades, he would 
certainly have difclaim’d them as il- 
legitimate Children. 


Now, 
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Now, I fay, if thofe Greek Co- 
pies were fo much corrupted, what 
muft we think of the Latin Verfi- 
ons? Lam entirely of Opinion, that 
there is more of the Lucubrations of 
Interpreters in the prefent Editions, 
than of Ari/fotle’s: But before I con- 
clude this Article of the Greek Li- 
raries, I muft reconcile a feeming 
Contradiction with regard to that of 
Ariftotle. 

I obferv’d before that Neleus had 
fold his Books to Ptolomey Phila- 
delphus, which may feem to ftand 
in Contraft with what I have now 
advanced: But the Truth is, Ne/eus 
fold only Copies of thofe Works, 
which puts an End to any further 
Controverfy : And | flatter myfelf, 
the Publick will not be a little plea- 
fed with this Hiftory of Ariffotle’s 
Books, fince we may judge from 
thence, of the Diffidence with which 
F Wwe 
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we fhould perufe all the Works of 
the Ancients that are come to our 
Hands; for, in .all Probability, they 
are no lefs incorrect than his. 
Vlifconclude this Part of my Task, 
avith the Library of Apamea, which 
Camerarius reprefents as one of the 
moft celebrated of Antiquity. 4y- 
gelus Rocha, in his Catalogue of the 
Vatican Library, tells us, it con- 
fifted of above twenty thoufand Vo- 
Jumes: But I am furprized that 
Lomeirias f{hould place that Library 
avith thofe of Greece, lince Apamea 
was. a City in Bythimia, and not in 
the Country of the Adarf, as that 
Author pretends; for they were a 
People of Italy, and inhabited the 
Country now call’d Abruzzo. We 
avould not, however, have enter’d 
upon a Debate of fo littlh Moment, 
were it not to preyent the Confifi- 
on 
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mn which might enfue by am injud® | 
eious placing of Libraries, in one i 
Country, when in Truth they fhould 
be allotted to another. | 





C. Hews B.6 TV, 


Of the RoMAN LIBRARIES: 


'T is very certain, that there 
were but few Books a- 





~* cians, and ftill much few- 
er, or rather none at all,.amongit 
the ancient Romans; if fome Au- 
thors may be credited, who: aflure 
us, that it was the Cuftom with them 
to have the Youth taught’by fuch.as 
were more advanced’ in Years, by: 
verbal Inftructions ;. fo that all their 
Learning was-communicated by.Tra- 
dition only, as’ it was amongft the 
Bo2. Jews; 
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Fews, before the Time of Mofes. 
This feems to be confirm’d by the 
Poet in King Latznus’s Difcourfe of 
the Original of the Trojans. 


Atque equidem memini, (fama eft ob- 
fcurior annts) 
Auruncos ita ferre fenes— 





So that we muft not expeé any 
Books at Rome before it was taken 
by the Gaw/s; and if there had been 
any, they muft be all confumed when 
that City was burnt. 

The Romans, as well as the ‘Fews, 
had two forts of Libraries, fome Pub- 
lick, others Private: The former 
contain’d Laws and Edi&s concern- 
ing Polity and Government. The 
Roman Laws were graved upon bra- 
zen Tables or Plates, and kept in 
the Publick Treafury : The chief 
were, thofe of the twelye Tables, fo 
highly 
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highly applauded by C7cero in his 
Orator ; the reading of which gave 
P havorinus the Philofopher as much 
Pleafure, as Plato's twelve Books-of 
Laws. 

Their Acts or Laws were pafied 
either by the Senate, or the People. 
The former were no-more than Re-- 
giftries; containing the Harangues and: 
Decrees of the Senate. Cz/far was. 
the firft who eftablifhed this: Method: 
of Proceeding, and ordered, accord-. 
ing to Suetonius, the Tran{actions of: 
every Day to be wrote and publifh-. 
ed: But Auzuffus prohibited the: 
latter,. left the Secrets of. the. Senate. 
{hould be divulged. 

The fame Hiftorian adds, that: 
Vefpatian, after the Deftrucion of 
the Capitol, promifed to give Co-- 
pies of three thoufand brazen. Ta-- 
bles deftroy’d by the Fire, and con- 
tain’d all the Decrees of. the Senate, 
F 3 and 
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and the Plebifcita, or Ads of the 
People, which had been publifhed. 
from the Building of the City. The: 
latter contain’d Memoirs of all pub- 
lick Determinations, or Sentences, 
the various kinds of Punifhment, 
Affemblies, Edifices, the Death of 
eminent Perfons, Marriages, Divor- 
ces, Nativities, and Teftaments, 
Fhere were likewife Journals of every: 
thing that happen’d worth Remem- 
brance, which were kept in the Tem- 
ples with a kind of a religious Care.. 
Fhofe who would be morethorough- 
ly skill’d in. this kind of Knowledge, 
muft-confult Rofimus.. 1 would ons 
ly obferve, that the Tables called: 
Tabule Cenfus, were a long time 
preferv’d in Rome: There Auguftus: 
order’d the Names: of all. the Sub- 
jets of the Empire: to. be enter’d 5: 
among{t whom was the Adorable 
Name of our Saviour, with the: 
| Time 
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Time of his Nativity, of which we 
have the Teftimony of Tertullzan,. 
in thefe Words; De Cenfu Augufit, 
quem teftem fidelifimum ‘Dominica 
Nativitatis Romana Archiva cufto- 
diunt. 
Thus I have given thie Reader, in 
a few Words, a fummary View of 
all their Publick Libraries; that is, 
their Regiftries, or Books, in which. 
they made Entries of every thing thac 
regarded the Adminiftration, or might 
be conducive towards the better Goe 
vernment of the Common-wealth. 
There were likewife facred Libra- 
ries, or fuch as concern’d the Reli- 
ston of the Romans, which depends 
ed entirely upon the Pontifs, the 
Augurs, the Prophetic Books, and: 
the Tu/fcan Difcipline. The Pontifs 
kept all the Books of Chronology 
and Ceremonies: The firft compri- 
zed their Annals and Calendars, The: 
Annals 
I 
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Annals contain’d the Hiftory of each 
Year's Tranfactions, from the Foun- 
dation. of the City; and the Care. 
ef compofing. and’ preferving: thefe- 
Works was- committed, to. the High 
Priefts : The Calendars contained the. 
Publick Feafts as well. as Hiftory. , 
Ovid and Feftus are very copious up- 
on the firft. 

The Religious Ceremonies of the 
Romans-were kept in the fecret Books. 
of the High. Priefts;- out of which 
they collected whatever related to 
Worfhip : Thatis, the Day and Time 
for Sacrificing,. with a Defcription. 
of the Victims that were fuitable to 
every Occurrence. This. Do@rine 
was-kept from the People, it being 
a capital Crime: for any one to: read 
the Books which.contain’d it,. except 
the High Prieft.. But the moft fecres. 
Article of all was the Name. of the: 
Futelary God. of the City, which: 
the 
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the Romans coficealed with the great- 

eft Care, being apprehenfive, that 

fhould that Idol be once known, their 

Enemies might Spirit him away by 

fome Enchantment, and then oblige 

him to injure them. 

The College of Augurs had Books 
likewife which taught the Artof Di- 
vination by the Singing or Flying of 
Birds, or their Manner of Feeding *. 

There were likewife Prophetic 
Books, amongft which thofe of Sy- 
billa Cumea claim’d the fir rank, 
Tarquinus Prifcus purchafed them 
for three hundred Gold Crowns. 

There were other Works of the 
Learning or Difcipline of the anci- 
ent Etrurians, or Tufcans, concern- 
ing Monfters, and Prodigies 5 the 
Ceremonies to be obferv’d in build~- 
ing a Town or Houle, in raifing and 


* Cicer. de Divinatione €F Seivius, in Lib, iv. 
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confecrating of Altars, in marfhal- 
ling and diftributing the different 
Tribes, and ranging an Army in or- 
derof Battle: In a Word, in direct: 
ing every thing to be done as well 
in Peace as in War. Thefe Books 
taught alfo the Art of Divination by 
the Entrais of Beafts,, and feveral 
other things, which may beeen at 
large in Cicero, Feftus, Ammiauns,y. 
Afarcellinus, and other Authors. 

To this Clafs we muft refer tho 
Books which the Romans: called Fa: 
tales, becaufe the Peoples Ages were- 
wrote in then. 

And another Set. called Acheronti- 
et Libri, treating of the Ceremonies 
and Worthip of the infernal: Gods: 
Some, indeed, confound thefe two- 
Clafles of Books ; but this is certain, 
that the Romans confulted them, in 
order to learn what they were to do, 
whenever they were attack’d by a 
Pefti- 
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Peftilence, or any other extraordi- 
nary Evil™. 

Having now concluded what we 
had to offer concerning the Publick 
Libraries of the Romans, we fhall 
proceed to fay fomething of the Pri- 
vate, 3 

It is certain no, Nation had more 
Advantages, or Opportunities of ma- 
king large Collections, as they were 
Mafters of the greateft part of the 
then known Werld. 


Hiftory tells us, that the Senate, 
upon the taking of Carthage, made 
a Prefent of all the Books found in 
it to the Family of Regulus, and 
that by their Direction, eight and 
twenty Volumes compofed by Ma- 
gon a Carthaginian, were tranflated 
into Latin. Pliny and P.Chevolu 
confirm this Paflage, but they are fi- 


* Vide Arnob, adverfus Grutes, 
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lent as. to the Subject of thofe Wri- 
tings. | 
Plutarch fays, that Paulus Aami- 
dius diftributed amongft his Children, 
who were very ftudious, the Library 
of Perfeus King of Macedon, whom 
he had brought in Triumphto Rome ; 
though J/idorus is very pofitive that 
he bequeathed it to the Publick: But 
Afininus Pollio did much more ; for 
he eftablifhed a Library for the Ufe 
of the Publick, compofed of the 
“Spoils. of all the Enemies he had 
fubdued, and not only augmented 
it with Books in all Faculties, which 
he could procure any way for Mo- 
ney, but likewife adorned it. with 
the Images of Learned Men, and 
that of Varro, amongtt others. 
That extraordinary Man was polf- 
{efs’d of a noble Library, and C7zcero’s 
muft be no lefs magnificent, if we 
confider his Erudition, his Inclina- 
tions 
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tions and his Dignity: But it was 
much improved by that of his Friend 
P. Atticus; the Poffeflion of which 
infpired him with fuch Joy, that he 
look’d upon himfelf to be happier 
than in the Enjoyment of all Cra//us’s 
Wealth, to ufe hisown Words. 

Plutarch mentions Lucul/us’s Lie 
brary, in his Life, and reprefents it 
as one of the moft confiderable im 
the World, not only on the fcore 
of the Number of Books, but like- 
wife on account of the delightful 
Situation, where it was depofited, 
and the fine Ornaments with which 
the Owner had embellifhed it, at arn 
extravagant Expence. 

Cefar’s Library was worthy of 
him; nor could he think of a more 
effectual Way of raifing its Reputa- 
tion in the World, than in giving the 
Charge of it to the learned Varro, 
G by 
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by whofe Care and Erudition it was 
chighly improved. 

Auguftus founded a fine Library, 
adjoining to the Temple of Apollo, 
upon Mount Palatin: \t is men- 
-tion’d by Horace, Fuvenal,and Per- 
fis, as a Place where the Pocts re- 
hearfed and depofited their Works, 
‘The firft takes notice of it in the 
‘third Epiftle of the firft Book. 


Scripta Palatinus quecunque re- 
cepit Apollo. 


The fecond in his feventh Satire, 
where, {peaking of a wealthy Rogue, 
who, in order to fave the Premium 
which a poor Poet, according to 
Cuftom, was intitled to, who had 
prefented him with fome Verfes, paid 
himin Kind; thatis, he made others 
£or the Poet, he tells us; that wretch- 
ed 
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ed Mifer defpifed the Judgment of 


the Learned on Poetical Works, which 


were ufually rehearfed in that Libra- 
ry, as was obferv’d before. 


Mccipe nunc artes, ne quid Lib: 


confer at ifte 
Quem colis, © Mufarum 6 A- 
pollonis ede relitta, 


And the third in the Prologue to 
his Satires. 


—-—— ipfe femipaganus 
Add facra vatum, carmen affero 
noferum. 


Vefpatian founded a Library near 
the Temple of Peace, in Imitation 
of Cefar and Auguftus. 

According to the relation of fome 
Authors, there was, at that Time, a 
certain Perfon in Rome whote Name 
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was Yryphon, and who, in all Pro- 
bability, was a Bookfeller ; but what- 
ever his Occupation might be, he 
was very fond of collecting Books, 
for which we have AZartial’s Tefti- 
mony. 





Non habeo, fed habet Bibliopola 
Tryphon. 


id yrannion’s Collection mention’d 


before, confifted of no lefs than three 


thoufand Volumes, which was very. 
confiderable fora private Man. There: 
was another Grammarian in Traja- 
wuss Time, call’d Epaphroditus, who: 


collected thirty thoufand, if we may 


give Credit to Gellus. 

But the moft magnificent of all 
thefe Libraries was that of Frajan,, 
which he call’d Unrra, on ac- 
count of his. Name. It was founded: 
for 











for the Benefit of the Publick, and, 
according to the Report of Cardinal 
V olaterani, that Emperor order’d the 
fhining Actions of Princes, and the 
Decrees of the Senate,. to be wrote 
er mark’d on Pieces of fine Linnen, 
cover’d with Ivory: And fome Au- 
thors affure us, that Trazap order’d: 
all the Books found in the conquer’d 
Cities, to be carried to Rome,in or- 
der to increafe his Library: But it 
is more probable, that he was ex- 
cited to it by the younger fee his 
great Favourite. 

Befides thefe, there was another 
confiderable Library at Rome about 
that Time, which was founded by 
Simonicus, Preceptor to the Empe- 
ror Gordian. Ifidore and Boetius 
are exorbitant in their Encomiums; 
upon it: They tell us, it confifted 
ef no lefs thaneighty thoufand choice 
G 3 Vou 



















fumes, and that the Place where it 
was depofited, was paved with Mar- 
ble, wafhed with Gold,. the Walls: 
faced with Glafs and Ivory, and that 
the Armories and Desks were made: 
of Ebony and Cedar, 
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Of the LIBRARIES Of the CART 
STLANS. of the firft Ages.. 






BSS ZET mut not be imagined). 
{ a) that | propofe to examine: 
this Affair in its full Ex-- 
tent; that is, to clear: up» 
all the Difficulties that muft occur,. 
with regard to the Fate of Books, in. 
the firft Ages of. Chriftianity. Such: 
an Undertaking challenges the moft 
ptefound Erudition: I will, how- 
eyer,. 
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ever, make all my Efforts. to gratify 
the Reader’s Curiofity. 

We mutt firft obferve then, that 
the Primitive Chriftians gave them- fe 
felves but: little Trouble,. either in 1 ae 
eomprizing or collecting Books, whe- 
ther it was, that they. thought it their’ 
Duty rather to live well than to write 
well; or. that the Ferfecutions of 
thofe Times did not allow any Lei= 
fure for that End: But whatever 
the Reafon was, thiswe may affirm, 
that very few of them compofed ;: 
which gave Occafion to Ewfebinsto: 
complain in the beginning of his. 
Hiftory, that he had no Guide to. 
conduct him in that Undertaking. 

It muft, likewife, be obferv’d, that: 
though thePrimitiveChriftians wrote 
but few Books, that ill Fortune has: 
deprived us even of them, either: 
through the Injury.of Time, which 
deftroys: 
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deftroys every thing, or the Malice: 
of fome Mifcreants, who: were not 
a little rejoiced to: fupprefs Works 
which were authentick enough to 
convince them of the Difference be- 
tween Strife and Truth, between 
Impofture and the Purity of the firft 
Syftem of Chriftianity. 

It is to thefe Reafons,: that we are 
to impute the Lofs of moft of the 
Works of the firft Chriftians, whofe 
Names and Titles may be feen in 
St. Jerome and Eufebius. To this 
we muft add, that the Learned a- 
moneft the firft Chriftians, particu~ 
larly thofe who exchanged the Dark- 
nefs of Paganifm for the Light of 
the Gofpel, burnt a great Number of 
Pagan Books, and corrupted many o- 
thers, through a pure Chriftian Zeal, 
thofe Books containing Impieties and 


Lies: But they’preferv’d fuchas had 
nothing 
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nothing contrary to Religion, Man 
ners, or Faith. 

Of this we have a memorable 
Example inthe Perfon of St. Paul, 
who read with Pleafure, and quoted 
to great Advantage, the Works of 
Aratus, Callimachus, Menander, 
and other Pagan Authors, who 
have great Reputation on account 


of their Erudition and Purity of. 


Manners. 

This is excellently well urged by: 
St. Auguftin, in his Book of Chri- 
ftian Doctrine, where, after juftify- 
ing the Ufe of Pagan Authors: with 
folid Reafons, he cites St. Cyprian, 
Liattantius, Vittorinus, Optatus, 
St. Hilary, and feveral other Wri- 
ters, fome of whom. were then liv- 
ing, who were unanimous, that 
Chriftians may lawfully perufe fwch 
Works of Pagan Authors as contain 





nothing. 






































nothing inconfiftent with Truth or 
good Manners; for Truth is the 
Property of the whole World; and 
as. it flows from God, its firft Prin- 
ciple, every one is obliged to em- 
brace it, where-ever it is found, in 
Order to return it to God, as its 
chief End, 

Granting this, we may fay, the 
firft Chriftians (1 mean thofe who 
cultivated Literature, and purfued the 
Paths of Virtue likewife) had Col- 
leGions of Books in all Arts and 
Sciences, except fuch as were fup- 
prefs'd for fome particular Reafons. 

‘ It is certain, St. Paul was very 
curious in colle@ing as well as 
reading good Books; for which we 
have his own Teftimony in his fe- 
cond Epiftle, where he direéts Tz 
mothy to bring as many as he could 
to Rome. We mutt likewifle be- 
lieve 
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| dieve he was indebted for part of his 
| profound Knowledge to his exten- 
| dive Reading: And the re{t, to the 
| Precepts of Gamaliel, by whom he 
was educated, and who Was One of 
| the moft learned Doéors of his 
| Time and the whole to ‘the Grace 


: of God, who was pleafed to make 
him a Veffel of Election, 


i 
i 


the Gentiles. 


Itislikewife probable, that St. Paul 
_ Was not the only Perfon amoneft the 
- Primitive Chriftians, whom thé Love 
of Study had animated to make Col- 
leGions. Several of them difcover’d 
the fame Inclinations, of whom 
Origen claims the Precedence, in re- 
gard to the prodigious Number of 
Books he had collected, as well S- 
cred as Prophane, as the Multitude 
he had compofed, which alone would 
be fufficient to make a Library: And 


to convert 
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in Truth, no Man ever wrote fo 
many. This made St. Jerome cry 
avith Admiration, in his Letter to 
Pammachius: Quis noflrum poteft 
tanta legere,quantumille con[cripfit ? 
And Platina reports, that fix Ama- 
nuenfes who officiated by Turns, 
were {carcely fufficient to write what 
he dictated : And yet thefe were fe- 
conded by feveral learned Virgins, 
whom Origen himfelf had inftructed. 
Whoever is fond of knowing the 
Number of that Great Man’s Works; 
may gratify his Curiofity by feeing 
the Origeniana of M. Huet, Abbot 
d@ Aulnay, who was Sub-Preceptor 
to the Dauphin, Grandfather to the 
prefent French King Lewis XV. 
and wrote learned Commentaries up- 
on Origen. There the Curious may 
fee the Life, Works, and Dodtrine 
of that Father of the Church. 
St. 











La 3 

St. Jerome had a valuable Library 
which he carried from Rome to the 
Place of his Retreat, where he paffed 
the Remainder of his Days in Study 
and Devotion. 

Baronius mentions that of George 
Bifhop of Alexandria, in the Year 
362, which, he tells us, was fyr- 
nifh’d with all forts of Hiftories, 
Philofophical Works, and Com- 
Mentaries upon the Chriftian Do- 
ctrine. And we are affured by the 
fame Author, that Porphyry order’d 
it to be carried from Antioch, by 
the Command of Fulian the Apo- 
ftate. 

He likewife takes notice of ano« 
ther Library which was founded by 
Alexander Bithop of Ferufalem, a- 
bout the Year 252, and was a ve. 
ry extraordinary one. Liufebius mag- 
nifiesit very much, and acknowledges 
H that 




































C 74] 
that it was very ufeful to him in com- 
pofing his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. 

We have likewife that of V2éfo- 
rinus highly applauded. by St. Fe- 
rome *. 

There was a famous Library at 
Cafarea, begun by Julius Africa 
aus, and afterwards augmented by 
Eufebius, Bifhop of that City, to 
twenty thoufand Volumes. Some 
afcribe the Honour to S. Pamphilus, 
a Prieft of L.aodicea, and an inti- 
mate Friend of Eufebzus ; which that 
Hiftorian feems to acknowledge, by 
his high Encomiums upon that pi- 
ous Man, as well for his great La- 
bours in colleG@ing fuch a Number 
of Books as his reading and under- 
ftanding them perfe@ly well: So that 
he might be call’d a Walking Li- 
brary, and differ'd very mnch from 

* In inferiptione crationis Manaffe Regis Kuda. 
him 
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him to whom Au/onius addreffes the 


following Epigram, under the Name 


of Philomufe. 
Emptis quod libris tibi Bibliopola referta eff, 


MagnumGrammaticum,te Philomufe putas; 

Hocgenere 8 chordas, € plettra, 9 barbi- 
ta conde. 

Omnia mercatus, cras Citharedus eris. 


There are abundance of People of 
this Humour; and we cannot liken 
them to any thing more properly, 
than to a crook-back’d Man who 
never fees his Bunch. 

But, to return to our Subject; 
S. Pamphilus, who was martyr’d, 
applied himfelf fo much to Study 
that he tranfcribed the greateft Part 
of Origen’s Works, which were high- 
ly efteemed by Eu/ebius. | 

That Library was very ufeful to 
St. Ferome, in correéting the Books 
of the Old Teftament: And it was 
there he found the Gofpel of St. Mat- 

H 2 thew 
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thew in Hebrew. Some Authors 
tell us, that Library was difperfed 
in feveral Places, and afterwards re- 
ftored by St. Gregory NaZianzen, 
and Ex febzius. 

There wasa Library at Hzppo,men- 
tion’d by St. Augufline: That at An- 
tioch was much’ celebrated, but’ it 
was unhappily deftroy’d by the Em- 
peror Fovian, through the Perfuafi- 
on. of his Confort, as it is reported 
in the Hiftory of his Life: But with- 
out amufing the Reader with any 
more Relations of this kind, we may 
fay at once that every Church had 
its own Library for the ufe of the 
Studious, that they might improve 
their Knowledge by fuch Affiftan- 
ces, which would render them more 
capable of inftructing others; of 
which we have the Teftimony of 
Eafebius, who affures us, that moft 
of all thefe Libraries, and the Ora- 
tories 


we 
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tories where they were placed, were 
burnt and deftroy’d by Dioclefan. 

It is certain, the Bifhops and Priefts 
were very diligent in obferving the 
Ordinance which required them to 
colleé&t and preferve not only the 
Books of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment, but likewife all the Works of 
the Doétors of the Church, of which. 
we have a worthy Example in the 
Life of Melito, Bifhop of Sardis, 
Who travell’d through all the Eaft 
in fearch of the Books of the Old 
Teftament. 

It is likewife reported, that after. 
Pantenus, the Stoic Philofopher, 
was converted to the Faith, he took 
a Journey to the Indies, where he 
was inform’d, St. Bartholomew had: 
preached the Gofpel, and in the fame 
Country he found the Gofpel of 
St. Matthew in Hebrew, which he 
brought to Alexandria, 
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What confirms this Relation of 
every Church’s having its own Li- 
brary is, that each maintain’d a cer- 
tain Number of Writers, who had 
no other Task but to tranfcribe the 
Works of Authors, and the Lives of 
Saints ; whichis mention’d in the firft 
Tome of the Councils, to have been 
practifed in the Church of Rome, 
where, in all Probability, there was 
then a very confiderable Library. 

- Let us now proceed to take a View 
of much greater Libraries than thofe 
we have mentioned; that is, fuch 
as were founded after Chriftianiry 
vas either tolerated or eftablifhed by 
Law, when the Profeffors had Li-* 
berty to write and collec at Pleafure ; 
and accordingly there foon appeared 
a great Number of learned Works 
from the Pens of Ecclefiafticks: But 
we muft obferve, the Monks begun 
tobe firft known about that Time. 
It 
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It is certain that Perfecution and Fear 
| gave the firft Rife to that kind of 
Life: All the Hiftorians of thar 
Period of Time being unanimous, 
_ that great Numbers of Chriftians be- 
| ingcompell’d to quit the Cities, where 
they muft have either changed their 
Religion, or be put to Death, took 
Refuge in diftant Solitudes, where 
they lived a long time in the great- 
eft Privacy and Aufterities, fcarcely 
credible, without having any Com- 
munication with one another; but 
in the End they embraced the Rules 
of a Monkifh Life, and fo from true 
Monks, as they really were, that is, 
Anchorites and Hermites, they be- 
came a Society under certain Rules 
and Inftitutions, which were given 
to them by him who happen’d to be 
the oldeft and wifeft amongift them, 
whom for that End they called 46- 
bas, that is, their Father, 
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This was, really, the Original. of 
Religious Societies; and I thought 
my felf the more obliged to fay 
fomething of them, as they employ- 
ed the greateft Part of their folitary 
Time in explaining, copying, or in- 
terpreting the Works of the Learn- 
ed; it is tothat we muft afcribe the 
great Number of ancient Manufcripts 
which are feen in the Libraries of 
Monks: But we muft obferve at the 
fame Time, that their Copies are not 
very correct: And that through Ig- 
norance, and, perhaps, Intereft too, 
they fpoil’d a great many Works 
which we fhould be well pleafed to 
have entire; that pernicious Cuftom 
of altering Books being carried to 
fuch a Height,that at legnth they fub- 
ftituted Works of their own Imagi- 
nation, in the room of the real ones; 
which I thought the more neceflary 
to 
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to be hinted, as it may prove an 
ufeful Leffon to the Learned. 

Let us now caft our Eyes upon 
that famous Library of Con/ffantine 
the Great, which he form’d in the 
Year 336, according to Zonarus. 

That renown’d Emperor being in- 
form’d, that the Malice of the Ty- 
rant who govern’d the Empire be- 
fore him, had deprived the Chrifti- 
ans of a great Number of ufeful 
Books, he gave Directions to fearch 
for the Copies which might have been 
made of them; and after he had ex- 
perided great Sums of Money in 
tranfcribing others, he eftablifhed this 
extraordinary Library in the City of 
Conftantinople. 

Fulian the Apoftate, who fuc- 
ceeded him in his Empire, but not 
in his Virtues, defigned not only to 
deprive the Chriftians of the Benefit 
of that Library, but likewife of the 
“TU 
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Ufe of Letters, and that for politi- 
cal Reafons ; for he was perfuaded, 
univerfal Ignorance would foon put 
an End to that Se@, as he call’d it: 
But God, through his infinite Good- 
nefs, fruftrated that wicked Defign, 
by cutting off that wicked Prince, 
who was certainly a profound Scho- 
lar, as well as a great Captain; and 
though he would not allow the Chri- 
ftians the Ufe either of Books or 
Libraries, yet he founded two great 
Libraries, one at Conftantinople, the 
other at Antioch, with the follow- 
ing Infcription in the Frontifpieces, 
with which fome have been fo well 
pleafed, that they made ufe of it 
on like Occafions. Jt is in thefe 
Words ; 


Alsi quidem equos amant, ali 
aves, alit feras ; mihi vero @ pue- 
: riuloy 














rulo, mirum acquirendi & poffiden- 
di libros infedit defiderium. 


But whatever Pains that Emperor 
took to deftroy the Con/fanténopol- 
tanLibrary of Con/fantine the Great, 
Theodofius the younger was no lefs 
afliduous in, augmenting it; for it 
confifted of no more than fix Thou- 
{and Volumes in the beginning, but 
through his Care and Magnificence 
it was afterwards augmented to a 
hundred Thoufand: But above one 
half of them were burnt, through 
the Malice of the Emperor Leo 
Lfauricus, {fo famous for his Ha- 
tred to Images. 


This Theodofins was fo zeatous for 
improving and adorning his Library, 


‘that he tranfcribed feveral Books of 


the New Teftament, and the Works 
of feveral of the Fathers; to remain 
there as Memorials, as well of his 
Leal, 
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Zeal, as hisInduftry : And his Con- 
fort the Emprefs. Athenais, Daugh- 
terof Leontius the Philofopher, con- 
tributed not a little towards that lau- 
dable Defign, by the great Number 
of lrer fine Poems upon the Victories 
of Theodofius and Arcadius, which 
were no {mall Embellifhments to that 
Library, where were the Works of 
St. Ambrofe, St. Athanajius, St. fohn, 
Patriarch of Conftantinople, St. Cy- 
ril, St. Auguftin, St. Leo, St. Ba- 

fil, St. Gregory, St. Dennis, St. Hil- 
lary, St. Chry foftom, and the Works 
of moft of the Fathers. 

In that Library was depofited the 
Copy of the firft Oecumenical Coun- 
cil of Nice, and the Writings which 
were made ufe of to convince the 
Hereticks, called Monothelites, were 
taken out of it. 
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A certain Author informs us, that 
Homer's Works were there in Let- 
ters of Gold, and that‘it was burne 
when the Library was deftroy’d by 
the Lconclafis, or Image-breakers. 
There was, likewife, a Copy of the 
Gofpels, if we may believe another 
Author, with aGold Covering, and 
adorned with precious Stones, the 
whole weighing about fifteen Pounds. 





CHA P.- VI. 


Of the L1BRARIES of the barba- 
rous,or dark Ages,of Chriftianity. 


Si aU Bi ASE are now arrived ataTime, 
ews) when the Sciences, as rat 
Seay as all civilized Nations, 
were in danger of being 
deftroy’d by the Goths. Thofe Bar- 
I barians 
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barians not being content to make 
War upon Men, but upon Books 
alfo, burning them every where 
without Quarter, as if they had 
been the real Objects of their Fury; 
and they had certainly confum’d them 


all, had not one of them, lefs bru- 
tifh than the reft, interpofed, by per- 


fuading his Countrymen, it would 
be much better for them to fuffer 
their Enemies to keep their Books, 


being trifling Amufements, fit to ren- 


der Men foft and effeminate. This 
made them defift; but I don’t know 
whether his Counfel was falutary, at 
leaft, there is room to doubt of ir. 
It had, however, a good Effe@ for 
the prefent, fince it preferv’d a great 
many valuable Works ; but the Bar- 
barians were not reftrained by it from 
depriving us of a great many others, 
which probably might clear up a mul- 
titude 
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| titude of Fats and Paflages that are 
| how very obfcure, 


It is very likely, that thofe Brutes 

' were pufh’d on, to deftroy Books, 

by no other Motive but Spleen, or 

pure Malice, fince it produced no 

Advantage or Profit to themfelves ; 

fo that we have no Libraries to (earch: 

after in that Period, but fuch as efca~ 
ped the Fury of thofe mercilefs Mon- 

-fters of the North. 

' The firft that falls in the Way, is 
that of the Learned Caffodorus, Fa- 
vourite and Minifter to Theodoric 
King of the Goths, who fettled in 
Italy, generally called’ the Oftro- 
goths. That illuftrious Courtier be- 
ing fatigued with the Adminiftrati- 
on of publick Affairs, which he had 
conducted for many Years with great 
Prudence and Suecefs, retired to a 


Mo- 


_ a 




















Lies 
Monaftery, which he built on pur- 
pofe to pafs away the Remainder of 
his Days in Prayer and Study. It was 
there, he founded a noble Library for 
the Monks who lived with him, as 
he tells us himfelf, in the Preface to 
his Book of Orthography. Much 
about that Time, Pope Hilary, the 
firft of that Name, founded two Li- 
brariesinthe Churchof St. Stephen ; 
and Pope Zachary the Firft reftored 
that at St. Peter's, according to 
Platina. 

Some time after, Charlemagne 
form’d his in the Ile of Barda, near 
Lions. Paradin tells us, he furnith- 
ed it with a great Number of Books 
finely bound: And Sadellicus, as 
well as Palmerius agree, that he 
placed there, amongft other Manu- 
{cripts, that of St. Denais’s Works, 
which. 
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which the Emperor of Con/tant+- 
nople had fent him, as a valuable 
Prefent ; and that Charlemagne had 
it tranflated by ohn Scotus, who 
then taught in Parzs: But this was 
not the fame Scotus who wrote fo 
much againft St. Thomas Aquinas ; 
it was another much more ancient; 


whom his Scholars kill’d with their: 


Penknives, for expofing fome Errors 
which had crept in amongft the Chri- 
ftians of his Time. 

Itis likewife reported, that Charle- 
magne honour’d his Library with Co- 
pies of the Old and New Teftament 
in Greek and Syriac, corrected by 
himfelf; for, according to fome Hi- 
{torians, he was well skill’d in thefe 
Languages, and in all the Sciences - 
Some, indeed, perfuade us, that it 
was Lewis de Bonneair his Son,that 
Y 3 core 
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corrected thofe Works, which feems 
to be moft probable, It-is, however, 
very certain that Charlemagne was a 
Prince of great Erudition: But I 
am in fome Doubt, whether the 
World has not attributed too much 
to him: Itmuft, indeed, be grant- 
ed that he erected feveral Collegiate 
Convents in Germany, and furnifh- 
ed them with compleat Libraries for 
the Inftruétion of Youth: Amongft 
others, that at St. Gal in Switzer- 
land, which was very much efteem- 
ed, There was another eftablifhed 
at Fulda by Pepin, through the Ad- 
vice of Bonefacius, the Apoftle of 
Germany, and afterwards very much 
imptoved by Charlemagne. It was 
in that famous Monaftery that Ra- 
banus Maurus and Hildebert lived 
and ftudied together. ‘There was 
ano~- 
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another Library ac Lawriffen, near 


Worms : But that whichCharlemagne 


founded at his Palace at_4x 1a Chap- 
ellz, excell’d all the reft; yet upon 
his Death-bed he order’d itto be fold, 
and the Money to be diftributed a- 
mongft the Poor. 

Lewis the Pious, his Son, fuc- 
ceeded him as well in his Great and 
Generous Inclinations, as in his Em- 
pire : He cherifhed the Arts and Sci- 
ences with all his Efforts; and we 
may fay,they reigned with him: The 
* Monotefferon, which Luther boatt- 
ed to have had in his Power, and 
has fince been depofired in the Li- 
brary of Leip/ic, was of that Prince’s 
compofing; and though he did 
not found Libraries, to render his 


* 7. e. The Concordance of the Four Evange- 
lifts. 
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ia] 
Memory more gloriousin the World; 
yet it muft be acknowledged, he 
made a great Addition to his Fa- 
ther’s. } 
There were feveral illuftrious Per- 
fons in England at that Time, who 
not only collected Books, bur like- 
wife compofed a great Number; and 
Treland may be faid to have been, 
then, the Seat of the Mufes, fince 
fhe fupplied all Europe with Men of 
Learning, to teach the Sciences ; nor 
was Religion and Virtue lefs cultiva- 
ted in that Ifland, then called Infula. 
Sanctorum % Dottorum: But we 
have unfortunately loft moft of their 
Works, through the Iniquity of 
Time, Indolence, or the Fury of the 
Northern Pyrates, who ravaged that 
Country for many Years, and de- 


ftroy’d every thing that carried any 
Um- 
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Umbrage of Literature. Nor mutt 

we forget the famous 4/cuznus, Pre- 

ceptor to Charlemagne, who came 

to Paris with feven or eight of his 

Companions, to teach fuch as were 

inclinable to Learning. 

Amongft other Loffes, that of the 
Great Library founded at Tork by 
Egbert, Archbifhop of that City, 
can never be enough regretted. It 
was burnt with the Cathedral, the 
Monaftery of St. Mary, and feve- 
ral other Religious Houfes, in the 
Reign of King Stephen. Alcuinus 
mentions that Library in his Epiftle 
to the Church of England. 

There was, at that Time, a Per- 
fon whofe Name was Valter; his 
Care and Labours contributed not a 
little towards Founding the Library 


of the Monaftery of St. d/ban,which 
was 





a ae 
hadi Meetretlh Wiebe th Atied tal tn rentnt PA PARA FEY HF REET: 


¢ pope PA ae i Dh ope tte 14 40-4 
































[C94 J 
was very confiderable. There was 
another plunder’d by the Danifb 
Pyrates, 

TheLibrary colle@edin the X1Ith 
Century, by Richard de Burg, Bi- 
fhop of Durham, Chancellor and 
High Treafurer of England, deferves 
the greateftEncomiums. That wor- 
thy Prelate was much enamour’d 
with Books, of which he made a 
large Collection, and readthem with 
a fervent Zeal, he wrote a *Trea- 
tife, where he teaches the Method of 
furnifhing a Library in a fhort {pace 
of Time, and reprefents Books as 
faithful Preceptors, in thefe Words: 


li fint Magiftri, qui nos in- 


ftruunt 
‘Ome virgis, 8 ferulis, fine cho- 
sera, 


* Philiobiblion, 
Sine 
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Sine pecunia ; fi accedis, non dor- 
miunt, 

Si inquiris, non fe abfcondunt, non 

Obmurmurrant.fi oberres; cachin- 

nos 


Nefciunt, fi ignores. | he 


But we mutt obferve, there was, a: 
at that Time, a vety great Sterrility, 
if we may take the Freedom to ufe 
that Expreflion, in the Common- 
wealth of Learning; the Monks 
having declared War ae AG noe 
as the Goths had done before. I am 
not entering upon the Caufes of the 
Ignorance of thofe Days, nor fhall 
I give any Examples of the furprizing 
Height to which it arrived. Thofe 
who have any Curiofity that Way, 
may confult Ludovicus Vives, Moe- 
lantthon and Erafmus. ~It will be 
enough to fay, that Liter&ture was 
then 
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then in fuch a languifhing State in 
Germany, that a Prieft was heard to 
baptize In Nomine Patria, Filta, 
& Spiritus Sancta. 

This raifed a great Controverfy 
amongft the Dodors of that Time, | 
as if the Baptifm was invalid: At 
length the Difpute was carried before 
Pope Zachary, who was for the 
Affirmative, looking upon the good 
Intention of the Prieft to be fufh- 
cient, 

So that in that Age of Ignorance 
and Stupidity, we muft rather expect 
the Deftruétion than the forming of 
Libraries: And in Effect ’tis report- 
ed that fome Priefts having fucceed- 
ed the Monks of a certain Abbey in 
Germany, they confumed the whole 
Revenue of . the Houfe, without fpa- 
ring even the ‘Library, though it was 
oneof the beftfurnifh’d in the World. 
But 
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Bat as there is no General Rule 
without Exception; fo we may fay, 
that Darknefs was not fo univerfal o- 
ver all Evrope,but that a Canton of it 
might be found in Poffeflion of Learn- 
ing: It was Greece, whither the Sci- 
‘ences fled for Refuge under Conftan- 
tine ‘Porphyrogenitus, Emperor of 
Conftantinople. 

That Great Prince was the Patron, 
of the Mufes, nor were his Subjects 
_lefs indulgent to them, of fuch In- 
fluence is the Example of a Gover- 
nor. This: raifed'a multitude of 
learned Men in Greece, and the Em- 
peror,to gratify his Paflion for Learn- 
ing,employ’d certain Perfonsto fearch 
after Books, every where, of which 
he founded a magnificent Library 
for the Publick. He employed a 
great part of his Time in making 
Common-places of cyery thing he 
K found 
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found valuable in Authors, and re- 
ducing them under certain Titles and | 
Chapters: He likewife contrived a 
Method of ranging together all the 
Authors that treated upon the fame 
| Subjects, with a Summary of eachs 
i fo that at one View, Examples might 
be drawn from them as from a Store- 
houfe, upon any Topick or Emer 


gency. 
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Of the L1BrartEs that have been 
founded fince the barbarous Ages. 


> HE Sciences were com- 
pell’dto defert Greece, up- 
§§ on the Turks taking Con- 

* ftantinople. That Cata- 
frophe produceda furprizing Change 
in 
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in the Commonwealth of Learning, 
Greece, fo celebrated for Literature 
during fo many Ages, was foon over- 
caft with Ignorance and Barbarifm, 
when fhe fell under the Dominion 
of the Infidels. On the other hand, 
as the Corruption of one thing is 
the Generation of another, to ule 
the Language of the Schools, the 
other Parts of Europe begun to cul- 
tivate the Arts and Sciences, after a 
long Courfe of brutifh Ignorance 
and Darknefs. 

The Taking of Com/fantinople for- 
ced a great Number of learned Gre- 
cians to fly for Refuge to Italy, France, 
and Germany, where they were kind- 
ly receiv’d, and where they taughe 
with great Succefs: As Theodore 
Gaza, Emanuel Chryfoloras, George 
Trebizonde, Lafcaris, Befarion, 
john Argyropilus, appointed Pre- 
Kee ceptor 





eee 
Aetite tite tted yee 6K 99.0) pbiokinh PR AV Toy 


r Fs ¥ righ? ; 
~ mtn airy , " a TES ET Wir 
Er reedagrre Pence er. a uaahete dethd A A BEE etn O74 
































f 100 J 
ceptor to Lawrence de Medicis, by 
his Father Cofino de Medicis, witha 
ereat Number of others, diftinguifh- 
ed for their Merit and Learning, by 
whofe Care and Induftry the Weft 
Part of Hurope made great Progrefs 
in all Branches of Literature ; which 
made Argyropilus fay, upon hearing 
the learned Reachlin, Gracia nofira 
exilio tranfvolavit Alpes: Which 
mutt be attributed to the great Num- 
ber of good Books they brought to 
us, befides their Language, which en- 
nbled us to read their Authors, where 
we foundT reafures of excellentLearn- 
ing: So that we muft naturally ex- 
pect Works of Literature and Li- 
braries in that Age fo favourable to 
Letters, the Glory of which fhould 


be attributed to the Princes then 


reigning ; for nothing is more unde- 
niable than this, that the generous In- 
clinations 
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clinations and Conduct of Princes 
give Lifeand Vigour to Learning and 
Induftry, in all well regulated Go- 
vernments: So that we may fay, 
in whatever Period of Time the 
World received new Lights or Im- 
provements in Learning, the Obli- 
gation is owing to the Humour of 
Princes, who derived more Glory 
from their Knowledge than their 
Scepters. 
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Of the Liprartes of Denmark 
and the North. 







: 56 HERE are’ fome valuable 
2 ir es) Libraries at Copenhagen. 
CORES The firft that was found- 
ewe ed there was that of Hlen- 
ry Rantzau,.a “Danifh Gentleman, 
of whofe Illuftrious Family was de- 
{cended the renown’d Marthal Raut. 
zau; and wemay fay, they were as 
much diftinguifhed for their Love of 
Learning, as their Military Exploits. 
That Great Man who founded the 
Library of Copenhagen, was fo much 
enamour’d with Books, that Reading 
was his darling Pleafure, which he 
inti- 
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| [i 1634] 
intimates in the following elegant ie 
Lines that difcover his Judgment, as : | 
well as his fine Tafte. | 


Salvete aureols met libelli ; 

Mee delicia, mei Lepores, 

Quam vos fepe oculis juvat vi- 
dere, | 

Et tritos manibus tenere nofiris ¢ 

Tot vos eximit, tot eruditi, 

Prifci lumina feculi & recentis, 

Confecere viri, fuafque vobis 

Aufi credere lucubrationes ; 

Et fperare decus perenneferiptis:s 

Neque hec irrita [pes fefellit illos. 


Befides Rantzau’s Library, there 
is a very extraordinary one in the a: 
Univerfity of Copenhagen, which has : 
been augmented from Time to Time 
by the Liberality of feyeral Bene- 
factors. 
Chrifte- 
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Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, found: 
ed a fine Library at Stockholm, where 
may be feen one of the.firft Tran- 
icripts of the A/coran; or,, accord- 
ing to fome, the Original, which one 
of the Turkifh Sultans fent to the 
Roman Emperor ; but the Story does 
not feem very probable. 

Poland alfo may boaft of her Li- 
‘Braries, having two that are yery 
confiderable, one at Walaa, founded 
by feveral Kings of Poland, accord- 
ing to Cromer-and Bozius; andthe 
other at Cracow. 

Nor can we fay. lefs af, Pruffias 
the prefent King having a moft mag- 
nificent Colle&ion, which is not a 
litle adorned by a Manufcript of 
Albert firtt Duke of Pruffia, con- 
taining Inftru€tions to his Son for 
governing his People, upon the Prin- 
ciples of Chriftianity. 
The 
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The Duke of Hol/tein Gottorp’s 
Library is exceeding beautiful, and 
well furnifhed with curious Book 
and Manufcripts, and his Cabinet of 
Rarities can {carcely be excell’d. 

It is certain, there were no Books 
of Literature in AMufcovy, except 
fome religious Traéts in Selavonics 
which wasonce a very extenfive Lan- 
guage, nor, fearcely, any Footfteps ef 
of Learning in feveral Parts of that 
Empire, ’till theReign of ‘Peter the 
Great, to whofe Immortal Glory it 
mutt be faid, that amidft Arms and 
War, he had nothing more at Heart 
than cultivating the Sciences; and 
no fooner did he find himfelf difen- 
gaged from a long and bloody War, 
but he form’da Planiof eftablifhing 
Academies in feveral Parts of his 
Dominions: That at Petersburgh 
deferyes the greateft Applaufe; there 
the 
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the Arts and Sciences are taught with 
Succefs, the Profeffors having largé 
Stipends and extenfive Privileges: 
And that nothing might be wanting 
to adorn it, that Great Prince and 
his Succeffors fettled a large Fund for 
a Library, which is furnifhed with 
Books in all the’ Sciences, 

The Royal Library av Peterfbof, 
is equal to any Prince’s in Europe; 
but we may fay, the Cabinet of Jew- 
els, Curiofities, and Rarities, furs 
pafles any thing of the kind except 
thofe of Verfailles and Florence: 
And, to the Honour of the Princefs 
who now fills tie Ruffian Fhrone, 
it muft be faid, that her Glory is no. 
lefs brilliant for her furprizing Suc-. 
cefles in War, than a juft and fincere 
Regard to the Intereft of Learning. 
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Cat ATP. Sey itl: 


Of the LipR aries of the Neo 1. 
therlands. 1} 


) ferdam would be much 
more ufeful than it is, 
were the Books ranged 
more methodically ; but the Misfor- 
tune is, they cannot be perufed with- 
out. too much Trouble: The Col- 
lection is, however, very valuable. 
The Jefuits Library at dntwerp, ia 
and that of the Araucz{can Monks - |) 
are very curious. | 
There are three Collections of 
Books at Bruffels,; Deventer, anc 
Dorcum in Weft-Friefland, where 


3 is 































[ 108 J 

is to be feenthe Manufcript of the 
Gofpels which St. Boniface, the 
Apoftle of Germany, made ule 
of in converting the People of that 
Country, where he fuffer’d Mar- 
tyrdom with fifty-two of his Come 
panions. Gwuichardinz tells us, that 
all the Defcendants of the Murder- 
erers of that. Saint have a white 
Wart upon their Faces: Bur I, will 
not wafrant the Truth of this Re- - 
ation. 

The Monks of St. Peter have a 
Library at Ghent, as have alfo the 
‘Dominicans and the Carmelites. 

There is a Library ata Monafte- 
ry betweert Dunkirk and Newport, 
which is faid to be very famous for 
its great Number of. Manufcripts. 
That at Gemblours is in great 
Efteem, on account of its ancient 
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feveral learned Writers had often 
recourfe, | 

The Labrary at Harderwick is no 
lefs celebrated for its curious Col- 
le&ion of Syriac, Arabick, and Chi- 
nefe Writings. 

That at Toets was burnt by the 
Image-Breakers, but it was after- 
wards re-eftablifhed. 

There are at Lzege the Libraries 
of the Abbeys of St. fames and St. 
Benediét. 

There is a Manufcript Bible in 
that at Louvain, which Cardina} 
Beffarion beftow’d upon the Doétors 
of that Place, in Acknowledgment 
for-the kind Reception they gave 
him. 

The Yefuites Library in the fame 
Place is very famous for a Number 
of Greek Manufcripts, a great part 
of which was the Gift of Fu/fus 


L Lipfius, 
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Lipfius, who had a Library much 
more valuable for the Choice of 
Books than theif Number. He left 
his Greek Manuf{cripts to the Fathers 
of the Convent of Louvain, and 
the Remainder to his Sifter’s Son. 
The Library of Anthony Thyfius, 
at Leyden, was firft private, and af- 
terwards Publick ; and was beftow’d 
upon the celebrated Univerfity found- 
ed there by W2//zam Prince of Orange. 
It is highly efteem’d for its Greek, 
Hebrew, Chaldean, Syriac, Perfi- 
an, Armenian, and Ruffian Manu- 
{cripts, which Fofeph Scaliger be- 
queathed to that School, where he 
was, many Years, Profefflor: Nor 
is the Complutenfian Bible a {mall 
Ornament to it: It was given by 
Philip the Second of Spain, to the 
Prince of Orange, who made a Pre- 
fent..of it to the Univerfiry, The 
Library 
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Library has been very much im- 
proved by that of Holmannys the 
Second, who was Divinity-Profeffor 
in the Univerfity. Golius has pub- 
lifhed a Catalogue of all the Manu- 
{cripts in that Library. There are 
feveral other confiderable Libraries 
in the Netherlands, paricularly at 
Middleburgh, Tongeren, Utrecht, 
and Zutphen, which are to be more 
efteem’d on the f{core.of their Ufe- 
fulnefs than their Number, as was 
obferv’d before of feveral other Col- 
lections. 



























IX. 


Of the moft valuable L1BRARIES 
am Germany. 


7G HAT at Frankfort up- 

» on the Oder, is much 
efteemed ;. as is the Li- 
brary at Letpfick, con- 
fitting of the Manufcripts of the 
three Monafteries, called in Lafzn, 
Celenfe, Pergamenfe, Chemnifenfe: 
Moft.of. which are wrote upon 
Parchment. A Catalogue of them 
was printed at Lezp/ic in 1670. 

The Library of Strasburgh is ve- 
ry confiderable ; it was begun by 
Otho Bifhop of that Place, who was 
defcended from the Earls of Fran- 


conia, fo well known in Hiftory. 
The 
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The Library of the Prince of 4n- 
halt deferves our Notice; Henry 
Kitzius has given us. a Catalogue 
of it. 

The Duke of Wirtenburgh’s has 
been very much augmented by the 
Colle&tion which Fohn-Frederick, 
Elector of Saxony, beftow’d upon 
him. 

There is a Library ar Tubnigen, 
which was not a little improyed by 
that of Lewis-Grempius the Civi- 
lian, which he bequeathed to the 
Academy of that City. 

There is one at Balin Switzer- 
land, where may be feen a Manu- 
fcript of the New Teftament, in 
Letters of Gold; which was very 
ufeful to Era/mus in corre@ting the 
Verlion of that Divine Book. 
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The Library of Helmflad is very 


curious. 


That of the Ele@or of Bavaria 
is worthy of that Prince’s Great Soul, 
who caf poflefs nothing that is not 
magnificent. Jt confifts of eleven 
Thoufand Volumes, adorned with 
every thing that is fplendid. | 

The Libraries of Fenn, Turingen, 
and Lavingen in Swabia, are very 
confiderable. | 

The Library of the Duke of Wor 
fenbuttel confifts of. the Libraries of 
Marquardus Freherus, Loachim Clu- 
fem, and other curious Collectors. 
Jt is very confiderable in the Num- 
ber and Goodnefs of the Books, and 
the Manner of difpofing and placing 
them; which is perform’d ta the 
ereateft Advantage. It confifts, as 
J am inform’d, of one hundred and 
fixteen 
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fixteen Thoufand Volumes, and two 
Thoufand Latim, Greek, and He- 
brew Manutcripts. 

That of his Pruffan Majefty con- 
fifts of more Books than the Duke 
of Wolfenbuttel’s, and they are, be- 
fides, much better bound. . 

The Archbifhop of Saltzburgh’s 
is very beautiful. 

The Ele&tor Palatine’s is not fo 
inconfiderable as it was formerly, 
but it is well furnifhed with a great 
Number of Books. 

There is a Library at Ratzsbon, 
where, amongft other Curiofities, 
there is a Manufcript of the New 
Teftament in Gold Letters. 

We mutt not forget the Libraries 
of Erafmus,D amesbach, and Feche 
at Ba/il, 
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We fhall’ conclude this Chapter 
with his Imperial Majefty’s Library 
at Vienna, containing an hundred 
Thoufand Volumes: Nor is this fur- 
prizing, when we confider, it has 
been augmented from Time to Time 
with twelve Libraries of learned Men, 
There are in ita prodigious Number 
of Manufcripts in Greek, Hebrew, 
Arabic, Turkifo, and Latin. MM. 
Lambetius has publifhed a Catalogue 
of the whole, and engraved the Fi- 
gures in the Manufcripts, but they 
are not of much Importance. 

This Library ow’d its Foundation 
to the Emperor Maximilian, in the 
Year 1480. It is depofited in eight 
large Apartments, contiguous to 
which there is another for Medals 
and other Curiofities ; the moft re- 
markable of which is a large Bafon 
of Emerald, 

This 
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This Library was very much aug- 
mented and enriched by the late 
Prince Eugene’s, confifting of one 
hundred and fiftyThoufandVolumes. 


There are a great many other va- | ee 
‘luable Collections in the Hands of Be 
private People.in Germany; but I | 
think there has been enough {aid of | 
the Libraries of that Country, and ee 
fo we will proceed to thofe of France. | 
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¥ ons in Normandy. The 
Jefuites have two at Roan 
of great Value. The Cordeliers 
have another at Caen, and that of 
the 
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the Monks of Ardenne is farnifhed 
with a large Number of good Books. 

There is one at Orleans for the 
Ufe of the Germans. The Domi- 
nicans have another at Lions, which 
was St. Paguinus’s, where Sixtus 
of Svena tells us, he faw the Fourth 
Book of the Maccabees in a Greek 
Manufcript. 

There is a Library in the Monatte- 
ry of St. Francis, near Angers. 

There is a Library at Geneva, in 
which are a great Number of anci~ 
ent Books, amoneft others, a French 
Bible above three Hundred Years 
old. 

There was formerly at Ajx, a fa- 
mous Library of M. Peirefque's, ‘a 
Counfellor of the Parliament of that 
Place, and one of the moft generous, 
as well as moft curious Gentlemen 
of 
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of the Age. Gaffendus wrote his 
Life, and has left us a Defcription 
of his Library, which was fold ar 
Paris. 

The Jefuites Library at Tournon 
is very confiderable. 

MM. Madron, one of the Coun- 
fellors in the Parliament of T, holoufe, 
had a very fine one. 

At Dijon are thofe of M. de Ia 
Marre and M. Lentin, both Men 
of confummate Merit. 

The King’s Library at Parzs is al- 
moft ineftimable, and indeed. that 
City might be called New Athens, 
the’ Seat of the Mufes, whilft it was 
under the Protection of one of the 
Greateft Kings ‘that ever was, who 
made it his principal Study to culti- 
vate Letters and reward Men of 
Learning, 
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There is nothing wanting to com- 
pleat this Library, which is equal to 
any in the World in Number and 
Goodnefs of Books and Manufcripts 
in all Languages. 

I will not amufe the Reader with 
a Detail of every thing fingular or 
extraordinary in that Collection, in 
regard to the great Expence of Time 
which muft be employ’d in fuch an 
Undertaking. It may be fufficient 
to obferve, that JZ. Colbert omit- 
ted nothing that might either aug- 
ment or embellifh it, to gratify the 
generous Inclinations of his Auguft 
Mafter. . There is a great Number 
of Hebrew Manutcripts in that Li- 
brary, part of which were MZ. Gaz- 
mius’s. hele in Arabic, Greek, 

and Latin, are faid to be no lefs than 
ten Thoufand, exclufive of thofe that 
regard 
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Tegard the Hiftory and Affairs of the 
Kingdom. 

There are above forty Thoufand 
printed Books, all, or moft of them 
very valuable; as is the Collection 
of Medals, which furpaffes any other 
in the World, except that at Fi- 
rence, there being great Numbers in 
all Sizes and Metals, as well ancient 
as modern. ‘There likewife may be 
feen AZ. Villeloin’s Book of Prints, 
the Manufcripts of Count Bethune, 
the Tomb of Childeric, a great Num- 
ber of graved Stones, curious Shells, 
and feveral Books of Miniature, and 
the famous Burning-Glafs knowneve- 
ty where for its furprizing Effects. 

There we fee likewife the Colleti- 
on of Books of the Great Prince of 
Condé, who join’d the Love of Arms 
with that of the Sciences, few Prin- 
ces having ever excell’d him either 
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in War or in Knowledge. It is fur 
nifhed with a great Number of ex- 
cellent Books and Greek and Latin 
Manufcripts. It was begun by his 
Father, one of the moftlearned Men 
of his Time; and the- Son inherit- 
ing his great Genius, was very afli- 
duous in enlarging it. 

Paris may likewife boaft of the 
late Cardinal of Bouz/lon’s Library, 
which was augmented by that of the 
Academy of Sedan, which the late 
King beftow’d upon him, and which 
was well furnifhed with good Books 
and Manufcripts: So that this Li- 
brary was not inferior to any in Ea- 
rope in the Hands of a Subje@. But 
that Cardinal having had the ill For- 
tune tolofethe Favour of Lewis XIV. 
and to be banifhed, his Books were 
carried away to encreafe the King’s 
Library. | 
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Cardinal Mazarine’s Library muft 
not be paffed over in Silence, fince 
few exceeded it: But it was almoft 
entirely deftroy’d, during the Siege 
of Paris, and the Calamities of that 
Time. After the Storm was allay’d, 
great Diligence was ufed to recover 
the Books that were carried away by 
Theft, or Violence ; which had fo 
good an Effect. that the Library was 
{oon re-eftablifhed, and is now in 
great Efteem:; But it 1s certain, the 
beft Books were taken away to en- 
rich. the King’s Library; the Re- 
mainder is in the College of the Four 
Nations, and is placed ina very beau- 
tiful Situation. It is given out, there 
are no:lefs than ten Thoufand Vo- 
lumes in it wrote by Proteftant Au- 
thors. This Library, which was 
formerly look’d upon to be one. of 
the compleateft in Europe, was foon 
1 ae? finifhed ; 
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finifhed, though there were fifty 
Thonfand Volumes in it; nor muft 
we forget to obferve that it was 
founded upon that of M4. Defcordes. 


There is a prodigious Number of. 
other Libraries in Paris which are 
very confiderable, and which fuch 
Strangers as have a Paffion for Let- 
ters ought necefflarily to vifit, 


~ M. Galois, in his Treatife of Li- 
braries, mentions feveral private ones 
but moft of them have chang’d Hands, 
and the Publick would, undoubted- 
ly, be highly obliged to any curi- 
ous Perfons who would publifh a 
Catalogue of fuch ColleGtions as 
have changed either Places or Matters; 
in the mean Time we have thought 
proper to exhibit the following : 


M. Col- 
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M. Colberi’s, 

The Archbifhop:of 
Paris's, 

M. Seguiers’s, 

M. Talon’s, 

M. Biguon’s, 

The Bifhop of Co- 
nalius’s, 

M. Huet’s, 

Abbot Bourdelot’s, 

. Fuftels, 

. Du Puis’s, 

. Formentuis’s, 

Merida’s, 

. Giraud’s, 

. Charpentier’s, 

. Faures, 

D’ Herouval’s, 

. Grofne’s, 

. Moreau’s, 

P. Petau’s, 

M. Fieuberi’s, 

P. Malbranche’s, 

M. Hennequius’s, 


M 
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4 
M. Fhevencan’s, « 
M. Rouffeau’s, 
M.. Foreraz’s, 

M. Barrillon’s, 
M. Morang?’s, 

P. Lamvignon’s, - 
P. de Memes’s, 

. de Thou’s, 

. ippe’s, 
Salo’s, 

. Lettier’s, 

. Boucherat’s, 
Caumartius’s, . 
de Laulnai’s, . 
. Villelius’s, 
Nuble’s, 

. Brodeau’s, 

LT? Efcuyer’s,, . 
. Guenegaud’s,, - 
. Renvuarda’s, » 
. Lottin’s, 

. Fouquel’s, - 

. Mole’s, 

. Cordeau’s, 
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M. Ribaudou’s, M. Hardi’s, 

M. Lambin’s, M. Megrini’s, 

M. Du Frefne's, M. Calgri’s, 

M. Chandelier’s, | And many others, 

Here we muft obferve, that no 
Collection of Books has a Right to - 
be put into the Rank of Libraries, 
except it contains a great Number of 
Volumes, and is diftributed into cer- 
tain Clafles, to avoid Confufion. 

But asit may be difficult for a pri- 
vate Perfon to have every thing that 
is neceflary to form a Library; it is 
fufticient for him to make a Colleéti- 
on of fuch choice Books as are in 
Efteem with the judicious. 

Such choice Collections are fit on- 
ly for Cabinets, of which there are 
fome very curious in the Hands of 
private People; particularly that of 
AM. Clements, who has a Quantity 
of Books of Devices and Caroufels 
which 
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which, perhaps, cannot be found to. 
gether in any other private Perfon’s 
Hands, nor perhaps in any Prince’s. 

M. le Marchaud’s Father left him 


four hundred Volumes of Plants, all 
very extraordinary 5; which was a very 


curiousCollection foraprivatePerfon. 

We fhall now conclude our Re- 
lation of the Paris Libraries, with 
thofe of the Religious Societies,where 
there is a very great Number. 

The firft is that of the Sorbonne, 
and may, without Contradiction, be 
{aid to be one of the moft flourifh- 
ing in Europe. It confifts of that of 
the Houfe, (which was, indeed, ve- 
ry inconfiderable) A1.De/roche’s, and 
the Duke of Richelieu’s: So that it 
muft be very magnificent, as well for 
Number as Goodnefs. There arein 
it, all Editions of the Holy Scriptures, 
with a great many Manufcripts in Hee 
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brew, and other learned Languages. 

There is another Library’ in the 
uppermoft Apartment of the Houfe, 
which is well furnifhed with a great 
Number of ufeful Books, 

The fecond valuable Library of 
the Religious Societies in Paris, is 
that of the College of Navarre, 
which formerly was not inferior in 
any refpect to.that of the Sorbonne, 
nor, indeed, to any other, either for 
Number of Books, or Rarity of 
Manuf{cripts, of which they have no 
{mall collection. it is reported; there 
are in this Library two ancient Ma- 
nufcripts of St. Paul's Epiftle to 
the People of Laodicea. 

The third is that of St. Viéfor, 
which was eftablifhed by Francis 1. 
for the Ufe of the Publick 5 and it 
may, indeed, be juftly faid, that it 
anfwers its Inftitution, the Publick 
re- 
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receiving great Benefit by it. I will 
make no Encomiums upon it, fince 
jts Value and Ufefulnefs are univer- 
fally known : It is enough to fay, 
there are few Libraries furnifhed with 
better Books, having a great Num- 
ber of Latin Manufcripts, with the 
Works offeveral Authors of the mid- 
die Ages, who were educated in the 
Houfe. This Library was much im- 
proved by M. Bournovilles, who be- 
queathed all his Books tothe Society. 

The fourth is that of the Jefuites 
of the College of Clermont, which 
is likewife very confiderable, efpe- 
cially in Books of Philology: A- 
monetft the reft, the Hiftory of Spain 
complete ; feveral Manufcripts, pat- 
ticularly, that of the leffer Prophets, 
finely adorn’d with Obelisks and 
Afterisks. There are likewife in 
that Library, feveral curious Medals. 
The 
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The fifthis that of the Benediétines 
of the Abbey of St. Germains des 
Prez 3 which is not lefs confiderable 
than the others, either. in Number 
ef good Books, or Antiquity of Ma- 
nufcripts ; amoneft which are St..4u- 
guftine’s Works, thofe. ot Peter 
Lombard, Mafterof the Sentences, 
the Bible which,. they fay, was ufed 
by. the Cardinal of Lorraine and Be- 
24a, at.the Conference of Poiff a 
Book of Cyphers, which is Sect 
to Cicero, and which St. Cyprian is 
faid to have made ufe of ; a Book of. 
Pfalms,which we are.affured, the Em: 
-_peror Fufiin beftow’d upon St. Ger- 
main, With a great many ether an- 
cient Manufcripts, which render the 
‘Library very famous. - 

The fixth is that of. the Fathers of 
the Oratory, in the Street of St. Ho- 
20re, tO whom JZ. Sanci gave a great 
Number 
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Number of Hebrew Books, amongft 
others, a Samaritan Pentateuch, 
which is very beautiful: There are 
alfo a great many Hedrew Bibies in 
that Collection which were bought 
for M. Sanci, by Rabbi Facob, and 
Pietro de la Valle. 

The feventh is that of the Monks 
of St. Genevieve. 

The eighth is that of the Bene- 
dittines of the Abbey of St. Denis ; 
but it is not fo confiderable as it was 
before the Wars of ‘Parzs, in which 
it fuffer’d very much. 

The ninth is the Cordelers, which 
is reported to contain twelve Thou- 
{and Volumes ; and on one fide of it, 
isthe Collection of Manufcripts,moft 
of them Greek, the greateft part of 
which was given by Queen Catherine 
de Medicis ; and on the other fide, 
are the Latin Manufctipts which 
were 
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were printed by Aldus Macnutius 
and the Stephens’s. 

_ The tenth is that of the Facobins 
in the Street of St. Honore, which 
is furnifhed with a Quantity of good 
Books, and ranged adyantageoufly. 
| Fame would have it there are fome 
a | Manui{criptsof St, Auguftine’sW orks 
|| in that Place. This Library is of a 
A late Foundation, and was compleat- 
: ed in a very fhort fpace of Time ; 
and though itis already furnifhed with 
a great Number of Books, yet it is 
daily improving. 

The eleventh is that of the Capu- 
chins of Marais. 
ve | Thetwelfth is that of the Minims 
|) of Place Royale. 

Ure The thirteenth is that of the bare- 
at footed Auguftines. 

| _ There are feveral other Libraries 
| which are very confiderable on ac- 
count 
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count of their Number of Books, 
their Antiquity, or Goodnefs, or the 
Scarcity andValue of the Manu(cri pts, 
~ Such a great Number of Libraries 
verifies the Encomium I made before 
upon Pars, in faying, fhe wasthe 
Athens of our Times, and the true 
Seat of the Mufes.. There never was 
a City with fo many Libraries, not 
even Rome it felf, in the Reign of 
Augufius, when Sciences were very 
much cultivated; which, in fome 
meafure, demonftrates that they re- 
ceived more Encouragement under 
the Government of Lewyzs XIV. bur 
his Succeffor, the prefent Lrench 
King, has not hitherto difcover'd any 
Inclination either towards learned 
Men or Books. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Of the LiBRaRIEsS of Italy, and 
particularly the Vatican. 


brary at Venice, general- 
ly called St. Mark's, where 
we are told the Gofpel of 
that Evangelift, writ with his own 
Hand, is depofited, having been a 
longTime preferv’d at Aquila, where 
he planted the Faith, and afterwards 
removed to Venice. There are abun- 
dance of Manufcripts in that Library. 

There are likewife in that City, 
the Libraries of Cardinal Beffarion 
and Petrarch, which thofe two 
Great Men bequeathed to the Repub- 
lick: 
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lick: They are depofited in the 
Place where the Mint is, and have 
been applied towards augmenting that 
which the State ereéted there, 

Some private People in P’enice 
have very confiderable Libraries, and 
fome Communities likewife ; but I 
will not detain the Reader with a 
more particular Relation of either, 
in regard there is nothing in them 
that is fingular or {carce. 

Padua abounds with Libraries ; 
it was indeed always celebrated for 
its Univerfity and the great Number 
of learned Men either born or edu- 
cated in it. 


There are in that Place the Libra- 
ries of St. Fuftin, St. Anthony, St. 
john de Lateran. Sixtus of Siena 
tells us, he faw in the latter a Copy 
of St. Paul's Epiftle to the People 
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of Laodicea, and that he made an 
Extract of it. 

The Library of the celebrated ohn 
Pinelli was at Padua not long 
fince, and I cannot well proceed 
without faying fomething of both. 

That Great Man fettled at Padua, 
as the Habitation of the Mufes, and 
died there in 1601. He had a pro- 
found Knowledge in all the Scien- 
ces, and a violent Inclination for 
collecting Books, but much more to 
read them for Improvement ; as it is 
related in an Extra& of his Life, 
which the late M. Patin, the Phy- 
fician, had in his Hands. 

But the Venetians being inform’d 
that Pznell;’s Heirs were carrying a- 
way his Library to Naples, they 
thought proper to feize the beft Ma- 


nufcriptsin it. The Collection con- 
fitted 








fitted of an hundred Volumes, of 
which there were fourteen of Ma- 
nufcripts, and above three hundred 
Commentaries upon all the Affairs 
of Italy. 

The Magiftrate that was employ’d 
in that Seizure endeavour’d to jufti- 
fy his Conduct by alledging, that al- 
though the Senate had indulged Sigs 
nor Pinellt with Priviledge to difpofe 
of his Books, in regard to his Qua-- 
lity and Merit, yet that it was for 
the Intereft of the Republick, con— 
fidering the thorough Infight he had 
of their Affairs, not to fuffer the 
Obfervations that he had taken from 
their Archives or Records, to-be pub- 
lifhed after his Death. But Pinel/;’s: 
Heirshaving remonftrated againit that 
Proceeding, the Senate contented. 
themfelves with an hundred of his: 
N 3 Com- 
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Commentaries, which were depo- 
fited in a particular Apartment with 
this Infcription ; 


Decerpta hac, imperio Senatus, 
ex Bibliotheca Pinelliana. 


Pignorius is reported to have been 
the firft Founder of the Library of 
Padua, in which are a multitude of 
Manufcripts, and Thomazinus has 
favour'd us with a Catalogue of the 
whole, in his Bibliotheca. 

There is a magnificent Library at 
Ferrara, with a great Number of 
ancient Manufcripts, and other-curi- 
ous Monuments of Anti@iity, as, 
Statues, Paintings, Medals, Silver, 
Gold, and Brafs Coins, which were 

chiefly collected by Peter Ligorius, 
the famous Architect, and one of the 
moft learned Men of his Time. 


But 








LORT9C 

But the moft remarkable thing in 
this Library is the Tomb of Celis 
Calcaguinus, who lived in 1249. 
This extraordinary Perfon was fo 
much in love with collecting and 
reading Books, that he had no other 
Employment; but his Zeal carried 
him fo far, that, like the Mifer who 
defired to be buried in his Silver, our 
Italian would be interr’d in his Li- 
brary, which he bequeathed to the 
Publick ; and though the Publick has 
rarely been obfery’d to abound with 
an Excefs of Gratitude, yet here they 
not only augmented their Patron’s 
Library, but order’d the following 
Infcription to be engraved on the 
Frontifpiece, in Honour to his Me- 
mory, 


Cum Calius Calcuaginus nihil 
magis optaverit, quam de omnibus, 
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pro fortune cafu, optime mereri ; 
decedens Bibliothecam, in qua til 
to maximam etatis partem egit, im 
fuorum civium gratiam publicavit, 
ey in ea fe condi mandavit. 


Some Author reports, that the Li- 
brary is now in the Convent of a- 
cobines in that City, with this In- 
{cription upon the Gate ; 


Index tumuli Cals Calcaguini, 
qui ibidem voluit fepeliri, ubi fem- 
per vixit. 


There are three fine Libraries in 
Bologna. 

The firft is that of the Monaftery 
of St. Michael, which is well fur- 
nifhed with Books and Paintings. 

The fecond is that of the Church 
of St. Lawrence, where there is a 
large Store of Manufcripts. 
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- The third istheDominicans,w heres 
we are told, is to be feen the Pen-~ 
tateuch wrote by E/fdras, after the 
Deftru@ion of the fecond Temple, 
according to the Notionof the Jews. 

Tiffard tells us, in his Hebrew 

Grammar, that he had often feen it, 
and that itis in a very beautiful Cha- 
raéter upon one long Skin: but 
Hottinger proves clearly that this 
Manufcript was never E/dras’s. 
_ At Naples, the Dominicans have 
a fine Library, where the Works of 
Pontanus are depofited, of which 
his Daughter Eugenia made an Offer- 
ing to perpetuate the Memory of 
her illuftrious Father. 

The Library call’d St. Ambrofe’s 
at Milan, was founded by Cardinal 
Frederick Borromeo; it confifts of 
above Ten Thoufand Manufcripts, 
collected by Anthony Ogetati: And 
fome 
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fome aflire us, it was augmented 
with Pénelli’s ; fo that we may fay, 
it is not inferior to any we have men- 
tion’d before: For, it contains forty- 
fix Thoufand Volumes and twelve 
Thoufand Manufcripts; at leaft, that 
was the Computation fome Years a- 
go fince which it has received great 
Improvements, It is for the Ufe of 
the Publick, any one having a Right 
to confult it on certain Days of the 
Week. There is a Librarian who 
is allow’d a Deputy, and whofe Office 
it is to hand fuch Books as are want- 
ed, and to wipe offtheDuft: There 
is a Servant conftantly attending ; 
there is Paper and all other Conve- 
niencies for Strangers that would take 
Notes, or make Extra&ts. . There is 
a Fund for the Maintenance of fix 
Perfons of Learning, but the Num- 
ber has been lately reduced to four; 
one 
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one is to tranflate Greek, the other 
to teach Hebrew, the third 4ra- 
bic, and the fourth to make a Col- 
leQion of whatever is valuable in 
Authors. 

Signor Septalla has a fine Library 
of above 7000 Volumes, ranged to 
the greateft Advantage. : 

The Library of the Dukes of Man- 
tua might be placed in the rank of 
the moft curious in the World; it 
fuffer’'d indeed exceedingly during 
the War that broke out in J¢a/y in 
1701. It may not however beimpro- 
per to give fome Account of it be- 
fore that Period. Amongft other 
Pieces of Antiquity, there was a 
brafs Table with a great Number of 
Egyptian Cyphers, or Hierogly= 
phicks, and the Figures of O/jris, 
Orus, Anubis, and Apis: It was 
formerly Cardinal Bembo’s, who 
bought 
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bought it from a Farrier, upon the 
taking and facking of Rome by 
Charles V. It fell afterwards, “by 
Chance, into the Hands of the Dukes 
of Mantua. It contains likewife 
a great many ftrange Figures, un- 
der which are veil’d the Religion 
and W orthip of the Eg yptians,which 
the learned Pzgnorius has very well 
decypher’d in the Explication he has 
given us of that Table, which he 
believes to be the holy Table of fome 
Temple of Js, at Rome, where 
they laid the Offerings made to that 
Goddefs. 

The Great Duke’s Library at F/o- 
rence. contains every thing that is 
brilliant, curious, or fuperb. It a- 
bounds with a prodigious Number 
of the moft valuable Books and Ma- 
nufcripts.in all the learned Langua- 
ges, fome of ineftimable Value. The 
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Statues, Medals, Buftos, and other 
Monuments of Antiquity, are with- 
out Number: To enter upon acom- 
pleat Defcription or Hiftory of this 


Library and Mufeum, would be 


Task enough for the ableft Pen; and 
as I never had any other Intention 
in this Effay, than to give a fumma- 
ry View of the famous Libraries of 
the World, fo I think it enough to 
fay of that of the late Grand Duke’s 
Collection, that if it be not the 
firft,’it may juftly claim the fecond 
Place of all the Collections that ever 
were, or perhaps ever will be. [{ 
had almoft forgot the facred Depofi- 
tum which is kept in the Chapel 
of the Court; it is the Gofpel of 
St. Fohn, which is reported to have 

been wrote by his own Hand. 
What the Fate of this Library and 
Mufeum will be-is uncertain; there 
O being 
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being great Difputes about them, be- 
tween the Court of Spazm and the 
prefent Grand Duke. . 

There are two other Libraries in 
that City, one of which was found. 
ed in St. Lawrence’s Church by 
Pope Clement VIL. of the Houfe of 
Medicis, and is furnifh’d with a great 
many Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
Manuf{cripts. 

The other was founded by Cofimo 
de Medicis, in the Church of St. 
Mark, belonging to the Facobines. 

There is a very confiderable Li- 
brary at Pif/a, which we are told 
has been augmented with 8000 Vo- 
lumes that A/dus Manutius be- 
queathed to the Academy. 

Siena has a beautiful Collection 
of valuable Books. - 

The Library of the King of Sar- 
dinia at Turin, is very curious, and 
e[pe-= 
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efpecially for the Manufcripts of the 
famous Peter Ligorius, mention’d 
before, who made Defigns of all the 
Antiquities of Italy. 

The Libraries of the Yacobznes 
and Minorites at Genoa, are very 
curious and well furnifhed. 

Pope Nicholas V. founded a Li- 
brary at Rome, confifting of fix 
Thoufand of the fcarceft and moft 
valuable Books. Some tell us it was 
form’d by Sixtus Quintus, which 
may give room to conjecture, that 
that of Pope Nicholas’s was in fome 
other Place. It is true, indeed, that 
the Books of the Library were difper- 
fed in the Pontificate of Ca/zxtus If. 
who fucceeded Pope Nicholas, but 
it was re-eftablifhed by Szxtus lV. 
Clement VU. Leo X. and Martin V. 
It was almoft entirely deftroy’d by 
the Army of Charles V. under the 
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Command of the Conftable of Bour- 
bon and Philbert Prince of Orange, 
upon the taking of Rome, before the 
Pontificate of Sixtus Quintus. 

But that Pope who was a great Pa- 
tron to Letters, and a Man of con+ 
fummate Learning, not only reftored 
the Library to its former Luftre, but 
augmented it with a great Number 
of Books and excellent Manufcripts. 
It was not founded at the Vatican 
by Nicholas V. but removed to that 
Place by Sixtus 1V. and afterwards 
to Avignon, with the Holy See, by 
Clement V. and from thence carried 
back, in the Pontificateof Martin V. 
to the Vatican, where it temains. 

It is generally acknowledged, that 
it is not a little indebted; for’ its 
Magnificence, to the Ele@tor Pa/a- 
tine’s Library, the Remainder of 
which was fent to Rome to augment 
the 
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the atican, after Count T7/ly had 

taken Heidelberg, in the Year 1622. 

But fome are of Opinion, and in- 

deed their Conjectures feem to be : 
well founded, that Paul V. who was | 
then Pope, had but a very fmall | & 
part of the Palatine Library, and 
that a very indifferent one,too, the 
moft yaluable Works having been 
carried off by feveral Perfons, parti- 
cularly the Duke of Bavarra, But 
to proceed; the Vatican Library 
(which Baronius compares to a Net 
that receives bad Fifh as well as the 
good) is divided into three Parts: 
The firft is publick, and every one 
has Liberty of confulting it, for the 
fpace of two Hours, upon certain 
Days. The fecond Part is kept with 
more Privacy, and the third is only 
to be feen by fome particular Per- 
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[ 10 J 
meafure,’ the Sanctuary of the Va- 
tican Library. 

Sixtus WV. enriched it very much, 
having furnifhed it with fuch aNum- 
ber of Books, that 1t may, in a man- 
ner, be called his own. It was paint- 
ed by his Authority, within and with- 
out,by theableft Painters of his Time: 
All the Sciences and Virtues are repre- 
fented without, under emblemtical Fi- 
gures; and within thereare, Firft, all 
the Actions of his Life : Secondly,all 
the Councils from the firft Nzcene, 
to that of Trent ; and, underneath» 
are very curious Infcriptions, con- 
taining in a few Words the Names 
of the Popes and Emperors, under 
whom each Council was held, . with 
a Summary: of their Decrees. and 
Tranfa&ions: Thirdly, all the fa- 
mous Libraries of the World, repre- 
; 2 fented 
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[ast J 
fented by painted Books: And un- 
derneath each, there is an Infcription 
denoting the Order of the Time of 
Founding: In the Fourth and laft 
Place, there are eight Columns with 
the Portraits of all thofe that were 
moft diftinguifhed for their Know- 
ledge, Induftry, and Inventions, in 
the Improvement of Learning. 


Adam is reprefented upon the firft 
of thofe Columns. with this Infcrip- 
ti0ON 3 


Adam divinitus edotius, primus 
feientiarum ¢ litterarum inventor, 


That is, Adam being infpired by 
God, was the firft Inventor of Let- 
ters and Sciences. 

Seth is reprefented upon the fe= 
cond Column, with his Children ; 
underneath are thefe Words, 


Fil 
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C a52 9 
Filii Seth columnis duabus rerum 

celeflinm difciplinam infcripferunt. 
The Sons of Seth wrote the Know- 

ledge of things celeftial upon two 


Columns. <braham is reprefented 
with thefe Words underneath; 


Abraham Syrias &3 Chaldaicas 
itteras invent. 


Abraham iavented the J yriac and 
Chaldean Letters. There we fee 
Mofes with this Infcription ; 


-Mofes antiguas litteras Hebrai- 
cas invenit. 


Mofes invented the ancient He- 
brew Letters; and after him, E/dras 
the Prieft, who was Scribe of the 
People, with thefe Words; 


Efdras novas Hebraorum litteras 
anvenit. 


Efdras 
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Efdras invented the new Hebrew 
Letters. 

The third Column has four. Fi- 
sures, the firft of which is that of : 
Mercurius Trifmegiftus, with thefe | & 
Words ; Be 


Mercurius Trifmegifius *Theolom Be 
gus Abgyptus facras litteras con- fe 


feripft 


The Second is that of the Agyprz- 
an Hercules, with this Infcription 5 


Hercules Egyptus Phrygias lit- e: 
teras confcripfit. | ; 


The Third is that of Deeb 2 in 
thefe Terms ; 


Memnon Phoroneo equalis lit- 


teras LEgyptias imventt. 
And 
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And the Fourth is that of J/s 
Queen of Aigypt, with this Inferip- 


tion ; 


Ifis Regina Zigyptiarum littera- 
rum inventrix. 


On the Fourth Column are repre- 
fentedthe followingFigures; 1. That 


of Phenix, with thefe Words under- 
neath ; 


Phenix. litteras Phenicibus tra- 
didit. 
2. That of Cadmus, his Brother, 


with this Infcription ; 


Cadmus frater Phenicis litteras 
Sexdecim in Graeciam intulit. 


Which Letters are reprefented un- 
derneath, 3. That of ZLzwus of 
Thebes, 
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Thebes, wader which is this Infcrip- 


tion 5 


Linus Thebanus Gracarum lit- 
terarum inventor. 


4. That of Cecrops King of Athens 
with thefe Words ; 


Cecrops primus Athenienfium Rex, 
Grecarum litterarum Auctor. 


It is reported that Palamedes in- 
vented four afterwards, and Szmont- 
des four more, which made four 
and twenty, the Number of Letters 
in the Greek Alphabet: But Pliny 
would perfuade us, that Ariflotle 
had fomewhere, in his Writings, 
declared that the ancient Greczans 
had but eighteen Letters, to which 
Epicharmus added two. 

The 
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The Fifth Column has the Images 

of Pythagoras, Epicharmus, Si- 
monides, and Palamedes, with In- 
{criptions intimating their great Abi- 
lities and Inventions, 

_  Naicoftrata is reprefented upon the 
Sixth, with thefe Words; 


Nicoftrata Carmenta litterarum 
Jatinarum inventrix:  — 


And thofe are there defcribed to be 
A, B,C, D,*EYG," Ry BoM, 
N30; QRS S32 2s OV 

Her Son Evander follows her 
with thefe Words; 


Evander Carmente flius, Abori- 
genes litteras docutt. 


Then Demorathus the Corinthi- 
an, With thefe Words ; 


He- 
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Hetrurarum Litterarum Author: 


Then the Emperor Claudius, un- | 
der whom there is written, | 


Claudius Imperator tres novas 
Litteras adinvenit. 


But there is an F, atthe Top, with 
thefe Words ; 


Relique dua obliterata funt. 


However, mention is made of that 
Letter in Cicero, who lived before . 
Claudius ; for which Reafon, I am in 
fome Doubt whether he can juftly 
be call’d the Inventor. 

The Seventh Column has the Fi- 


gure of St. Fohn Chry/ofiom, with 
thefe Words underneath ; 


P Lite- 
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Literarum Armenicarum imventor. 


Then St. Ferome’s with this In- 
feription ; 


Literarum Iilyricarum inventor. 


Afterwards that of Ulphias the 
Gothic Bithop, and underneath ; 


Gothorum Litteras adinvenit. 


On theeighth Column there is the 
Image of Fefus Chrifi, with thefe 
Words underneath ; 


Fefus Chrifius Coeleftis Doctrine 
Author. : 


After that, the Pope’s Effigies un» 
derneath 5 


Chrifti 
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Chrifti Vicarius. 


Then the Emperor’s with thefe 
Words ; 


Ecclefie Defenfor. 


This Library has a vaft Number 
of f{carce and ancient Writings ; a- 
mongft others, two Copies of Yzr- 
gil, of above a Thoufand Years old 5 
they are upon Parchment, as is like- 
wife a Copy of Terence, wrote in 
the Time of Alexander Severus, and 
by his Command. It was once in 
the Poffeffion of Cardinal Bembo, 
and came. afterwards into the Hands 
of Fulvius Urfinus; and was at laft 
depofited in the Vatzcan Library, in 
the fame Place where we fee the 
Ads of the Apoftles in Gold Let- 
ters. This Manufcript--was bound 
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in a Coyer adorned with Gold and 
precious Stones, when one of the 
Queens of Cyprus gave it to Pope 
Alexander VII. But the Soldiers of 
Charles V. tripped it .of every thing 
that could be fold, upon their fack- 
ing the City. As for the Manufcripr, 
it was but of little Efteem in their 
Eyes. There is likewife a very an- 
cient Greek Bible ; Petrarch’s Epi- 
grams writ with his own Hand ; the 
Works of Thomas Aquinas, turned 
into Greek by one Demetrius Cy- 
donius of Theffalonica; a Copy of 
the Volume which the Per/ians have 
made of Lockman’s Fables; whom 
M. Huet proves with great Erudi- 
tion, in his Original of Romances; 
to have been the fame Perfon with 
“Efop. Here are likewife the firft 
Copies of Tacitus’s Works, which 
were not difcover’d ’till the Pontifi- 
Cate 
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cate of Lee X. to whofe Liberali- 
ty the World is indebted for them ; 
though the Emperor Tacitus took 
extraordinary Pains to prevent them 
from fallinginto Obfcurity, looking 

_ upon himfelf‘to be defcended from 

_ the fame Family. The firft Step he 

took for that End, was to have Co- 

pies of them in all the Libraries of 
theEmpire But thatwas not enough; 
for, to keep their Memory frefh, 
and to tempt People to read them, 
he order'd Ten Copies to’be made 
every Year, and to be placed in the 

Libraries : But in fpite of all thofe 

Expedients, Tacitus was buried in 

Oblivion for feveral Ages, which, 

indeed, was the Fate of feveral other 

celebrated Authors. 

Befides the extraordinary Number 
of excellent Books which adorn the 
Vatican Library, it has above’ ten 
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Thoufand Manufcripts, of which 
Angelus de Rhocca has publifhed a 
Catalogue. There are two fine Mar- 
ble Tables with two Infcriptions in 
Gold Letters: In one of them there 
is a general Prohibition againft fteal- 
ing, or tearing any. Book in the Li- 
brary, under Pain of. nathema, 
which is ‘not to be taken off but by 
the Pope. The, other contains, the 
Subftance of every thing) that was 
tranfacted by Sixtus Quintus, in 
Favour of this famous Library. 

It is the Opinion of fome, that 
Clement VII. augmented it very 
much, as well with printed Books 
as Manufcripts, through the A flift- 
ance and Care of Fulvius Urfinus ; 
that Paul V. enriched it with the 
Manufcripts| of Cardinal /tenz, 
and a Part of the Pa/atine Library; 


and that: Urban II. had order’d a 
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C3343 
great many Greek Books to be carri- 
ed from the Greek College at Rome, 
and to be depofited in the Vatican 
Library, of which he made Leo /- 
Jatus Librarian. 

There were feveral other valuable 
Librariesat Rome, particularly that of 
the late Cardinal Francis Barberini, 
whichhas a great Number of Books 
and f{carce Manufcripts: The former 
are {aid to amount to five and twenty 
Thoufand,and the latter to five Thou» 
fand. Thereare likewife the Libraries 
of the Palace of Farnefe, St. Mary in 
Ara Celi, St. Mary Minerva, the 
Auguftines, the Fathers of the Ora- 
tory, the Jefuites, the late Cardinal 
Montalto’s, Cardinal Sforza, thofe 
of the Churches of /a Sapianza, 
Ja. Chiefa Nova, San Ifidore, the 
Roman College, Prince Borghefe, 
Prince Fone} the Conftable Co- 
lonna, 
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Jonna, and feveral other Pringes, 
Grandees, Cardinals, religious Com+ 
munities and others; fome of which 
are publick, 





OR 5 heh: P. “SIL 
Of the LIBRARIES of Spin 


oe eR HE frihs and fab confi- 
Se) ) derable Library of Spain 
is that of the B/caria/, in 
the Monaftery of St. Law- 
rence, which PAziip 11. built in Ho- 
nour of that Saint, for? thé Victory 
he obtain’d at S7. Quintin again 
the French on St. Lawrence's Day. 

The. ‘Library 3 isin a Place that has 





‘a great many Beauties to amufe the ' 
Spettators, The Gate 1 is of excellent 


Work- 
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Workmanhhip, and the Pavement af 
Marble. The Shelves, where the 

Books lie, make a fhining Figure, be- 

ing all painted with a Variety of 

Colours and Reprefentations, and all 

| of Indian Wood. The Books are 

finely gilt; there are five Rows of 
Desks, one upon another; there the 
_ Books are kept, each Row is an hun- 
dred Feet in Length. There we fee 
the Portraits of Charles V. Philip I, 
Philip I. and Philip 1V. -There 
are likewife feyeral Globes, one of 
which reprefents, with great Exact- 
nefs, the Courfe of the Stars, with 
regard to the feveral Pofitions of the 
Earth. There isa Multitude of Ma- 
nufcripts in this Library ; amongft 
others, the Originalof St. Auguftene’s 
Book upon Baptifm: And indeed 
fome are of Opinion that the Origi- 
nals of all his Works are there, 
Philip 
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Philip VW. having putchaféd) them 
from the Perfon to whofe Lor'they 
fell in the Plunder of the! Library 
of Muley Cydam, King of Fez and 
Morocco, where the Spaniards took 
the Fortrefs of Carache, where the 
Library then was. © This: we. affirm 
upon the Veracity of Perer Davitz, 
in his Genealogy of the Kings of 
Morocco, where he fays, This Li- 
brary contain’d above four Thoufand 
Arabic Volumes, upon various Sub- 
jects, which were carried to’ Paris 
to be fold; but the People there 
having no Tafte for that Language; 
they were afterwards tranf{ported to 
Madrid, where Philip Wl. purchafed 
them for his Library at the E/carial. 
Some indeed are very pofitive, there 
were feven. Thoufand Volumes, ail 
Arabic: But there is Reafon'to call 
that in queftion. ' However,’ cera 
tain 
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[ a67 
tain Author reports, that Charles V. 
was offer’d fifty Thoufand Crowns 
for all the Books of his Library, where 
is to be feen, amongft feveral other 
Curiofities, Ferufalem. reprefented 
upon Wood; with great Juftnefs, as 
it was-in- our Saviour’s Time: As 
alfo the: Portrait of Don john of 
Aufiria, who deftroy’d the Turkzfo 
Fleet at Lepanto. 

There are in this Library near 
three Thoufand. Arabic Manufcripts, 
of which Hottiger has' given usa 
Catalogue. 

There is likewrfe a great Quanti- 
ty-of Greek and Latin Manutfcripts. 
Ina Word, it is one of the moft 
famous Libraries in the World. 

Some tell us, it was augmented 
with thofe of Cardinal Szrle¢, an 
Archbifhop of Saragof/a, and aSpa- 
nif Embaflador, by which it is ye- 

ry, 
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ry much improv'd: But Lightening 
caus’'d’-by Thunder, confum’d the 
greateft part of it, about the Year 
1670. 

There was, formerly, a very mag- 
nificent Library in the City of Cor- 
duba, founded by the Moors, with a 
famous Academy, where all the Sci- 
ences were taught in Arabic : It was 
plunder’d by the Spantards, when 
Ferdinando chafed the Moors out 
of Spain, where they reigned above 
fix Hundred Yeats. 

Ferdinando Columbus,~ Son to 
Chriftopher Columbus, who firft dif- 
cover'd America,-founded a ‘yery 
confiderable Library, through the 
Affiftance and Care of the celebra- 
ted Clenard. 

Ferdinando Nonins, who is re- 
ported: to have been. the firft that 
taught Greek in Spain; founded a 
large 
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{ 69 J] 
large and curious Library, in which 
Were a great Number of Greek Ma- 
nufcripts, purchafed at a dear rate 
in Italy; whence he went to Spain, 
and taught Greek and Latin at AJ- 
cala de Heneres, and afterwards at 
Salamanca, and left his Library to 
the Univerficy of that City. 

Spain may juftly boatt of the 
Great and Magnificent Library of 
Cardinal Xzmenes, at Alcala, men- 
tion’d before; where he likewife 
founded an Univerfity thatis become 
very famous amongft the Learned : 
The World is indebted to the Care 
and Munificence of that extraordi- 
nary Perfon, for the Verfion of the 
Bible known by the Name of the 
Complutenfian. 

To conclude this Chapter of the 
Spanifh Libraries, there are feveral 
private Perfons in that Country, who 
Q have 
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b L789 
have follow’d the Example of that 
famous Cardinal, in ereing fine 
Libraries, as Arias Montanus, 
Antonius Auguftinus the. learned 
Archbifhop of Zarragona, Michael 
Zhomafius and others. 
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CH A Bagel 
‘Of the L1BR ARIES of China. 


ae GT i is very certain, that the 


WED 


Sciences are cultivated e- 
rip very where, though not 
w* avith the fame Afliduity 

r Manner, every Nation purfuing 
their own Plan: But there is none 
awvhere Learning is more cherifhed 





than in Chima 5 nor can it be other- 


avife, when we conlider that no Per- 
fon 
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fon can be promoted: to any Em 
ployments, either Civil or Military, 
Without a profound Skill in the Sci. i 
ences: So'that the People are obli- | ee 
ged’to be very diligent in their Stua | 
dies, if they Propofe to make any 3 
Figure inthe World: But it is nor 
enough.to have the Reputation of 
being learned in that Country; for 
every one that isa Candidate for any: 
Dignity or Honours, muft undergo 
three fevere Examinations anfwerable 
to our three Degrees of Batchelor, 
Licentiate, and Door. 

That being the Conttitution of 
China, it will be neceflary to ob- 
ferve, then, that the Chinefé Alpha- 
bet is fo form’d as to give much 

_more Occafion for Writing than 

Speaking; for it contains a very 
great Number of Letters, that is, 
almoft as many Charafters, or Fi-- 


Q2 gures, 
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[ 172 J 
gures, as there are things in the 
World, after the manner of the £- 
£yptians ; and in regard the Pronun- 
ciation of each Letter differs in all 


the Provinces of that vaft Empire; 


the People feldom underftand one 
another ;, for which Reafom :they 
have recourfe to Writing, in order 
to be underftood, the Characters be- 
ing every where the fame. _Befides, 
as they hate Affemblies, and confe- 
quently all forts of publick Difcour- 
fes, as Harangues, Panegyricks, Fu- 
neral Orations, and other Pieces of 
Eloquence, which are proper for a 
creat Concourfe of People; and as 
all Affemblies are prohibited, it 1s 
natural to think they are the more 
induftrious in improving the Elo- 


quence of Writing, if we may be 


allow’d the Expreflion, as that of 
{peaking in Publick can be of no Ufe 
to 
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to them, for the Reafon I have now 
mention’d : And what may confirm 
us in this is, that Printing was in ufe 
amongit the Chinefe, many Ages be- 
fore we had any Knowledge of it in 
Europe: Hence will arife thefe three 
Inferences; Firft, that there muft be 

ah infinite Number of Books and 

Writings in China, and, confequent- 
ly, that People of Condition muft 
have made large Collections. 7 

Accordingly, Hiftorians relate, 
that about two Hundred Years be- ' 
fore the Incarnation, Chingius, or i 
Xius, King of China, order’d all the 
Books in the Kingdom (of which 
there was almoft an infinite Number) 
ro be burnt, except thofe treating of 
Phyfick, Agriculture, and Augury-3 
imagining that he could by that Step; 
extinguifh the Remembrance of all 
thofe who were before him, and con- 


Qiz fequently 
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fequently, that Pofterity would have 
no other Subje& of Difcourfe but 
himfelf. 

His Commands were not, how- 
ever, fo ftricly purfued, but that the 
Works of Mentius, Confucius, ge- 
nerally called the Socrates of China, 
and feveral others, were prefery’d 
by the Management of a Woman 
who pafted the Leaves of each Book 
upon Walls, where they continued 
‘ull after that Tyrant’s Death. 

Tis for this Reafon, that thofé 
Works are efteem’d the moft anci- 
ent of China, efpecially Confucius’s, 
for whom the People have a fingular 
Veneration. He left nine Books, 
which are, as it were, the Fountain 
or Source of moft of thofe that 
have fince appear’d in China, which 
were fo:numerous, that a) Nobleman 


of that Country (according to the Re- 


port 
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port of P. Trigault) who was con- 
verted to Chriftianity, employ’d no 
lefs than four Days in burning his 
Books, that he might have nothing 
in his Poffeflion that favour’d of the 
Chinefe Superftition. 

Spizelius, in his Book De re 
Litteraria Sinenfium, tells us, there 
is a Library upon the Mountain call’d 
Lingumen, of above thirty Thou- 
fand Volumes, all compofed by C/z- 
nefe Authors, and not many lefs in 
the Temple of Venchung, near the 
Royal School. 

Martin de Hereda atures us, he 
faw very great Libraries in the Pro- 
vince of Ochiam, and that he pur- 
chafed many of them, which he 
fent to Europe, and that he would 
have purchafed a greater Number, 
had -he;not been prevented by the 
Governor of the Province, who did 
noc 
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not think it expedient to fuffer the 
Chinefe Learning to pafs to ftrange 
Countries, left the Secrets of the 
Empire fhould thereby happen to be 
revealed. 

There are a great many fine Li- 
braries in Japan; for we are in- 
form’d, by various Relations, that 
there is a magnificent Temple in the 
City of Narad, which is. dedicated 
to Xaca, the Sage, the Prophet and 
Legiflator of the Country; near 
whichTemple the BonZes, or Prietts, 
have their Apartments, One of which 
is fupported by 24 Columns,’ and 
contains a Library fo. crowded with 
Books from top to bottom, that. they 
ferve for Shutters to the Windows. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
| Of the Ethiopian L1BRARIES. 






4 {J T all thisis very incon- 
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4 a1 BI SX fiderable, when it is pla- 

ced in oppofition to the 
Library which is report- 
ed to be depofited in the Monatte- 
ry of the Holy Crofs upon Mount 
Amara in Ethiopia. 

Hiftory informs us, that Anthony 
Brieus and Lawrence of Cremona, 
were fent by Gregory XII. into that 
Kingdom, to fee that famous Col- : 
leétion, which is divided into three 
Parts, containing together ten Mil- 
tions and an hundred Thoufand Vo- 

umes, all wrote upon fine Parch- 
ment, 
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C1738 3 
Ment, and kept in filk Cafes, We 
are told befides, that it owes its Ori- 
Sinal to the Queen of Sheba, who 
vilited Solomon, from whom the re- 
ceived a Prefent of a great many 
Books, particularly thofe of Enoch 
upon the Elements, and other Phi- 
lofophical Subjects, with thofe of 
Noah, upon Mathematical Topicks 
and facred Rites, and thofe which 
Abraham com pofed in the Valley of 
Memra, where he taught Philofo- 
phy to thofe wo affifted him in con- 
quering the Five Kings who had ta- 

ken his Nephew Lot Prifoner, and 

likewife thofe of Yob and others, 
which fome affure us, are to be feen 
in that Library. with the Books of 

Lfdras, the Sybils, the Prophets, 

and the High Priefts of the Fews 

befides {uch as are fuppofed to 


have 
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[179 ] 
have been wrote by that Queen and 
her Son Memilech, whom hhe is re- 
ported to have had by Solomon. 
| But to me the whole feems incre- | 
dible, though we have no lefs Au- ) i 
| thority for it than that of Kércher. fe 
_ All that can be affirm’d of the Erhy- i 
| Optans is, that they have but little § 
Regard for prophane Learning; and, : 
~ confequently, that they have but 
few Greek or Latin Books thattreat 
of Philofophical er Hiftorical Sub- 
jets; for they apply themfelves .en- 
tirely to facred Literature, which 
was firft extracted from Greek Books, 
that were afterwards tranflated into 
their own Language. They are Schi€- 
maticks and Followers of Eutyches 
and Ne/fforius. 
We can fay much lefs of the pre- 
fent Generation of Arabians, for 
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cultivate neither facred nor prophane 
Learning ; but in former Ages, that 
is, about the tenth Century no Peo- 
ple in the World were more induftri- 
ous in promoting Letters, efpecially 
in the Reign of Almanzor: For, 
at that Time, or foon afterwards, 
there was a great Number of excel- 
lent Scholars in Arabia: Amongft 
others, the famous Avzcen, whom 
the Academies of Spam have taken 
for a King of Granada, and who 
order’d all the Books concerning the 
Doéirine of the Arabians, to be di- 
gefted and compiled under his Name, 
as ‘Fuftimian did with thofe of the 
Roman Laws. Averroes, who pafles 
with fome Authors for the Genius 
of Ariffotle, and whofe Doétrine 
has been admired even by Demons, 
if we may give Credit to! Cardan, 
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{ 131 | 
Albumazar, Albategnius, Alphra- 
ganus, all celebrated Aftronomerts 3 
to the firft is attributed the Inventi- 
on of the great Conjundtions. Ge- 
ber, who is fuppofed to have firft | 2 
difcover’d the Errors and Miftake,s bi 
of the * dlmageft, Alpharabius, 
Rajis, and feveral others, of whom 
we are told Things f{carcely credible; 
but this muft be allow’d, that their 
Works have been highly ufeful to 
the Commonwealth of Learning. 
It is certain that Ignorance had 
taken Pofleflion of Arabia before 
Mahomet’s Time, and that ‘after his 
Death, there appeared fuddenly a 
prodigious Number of Commenta- 
ries and Writings (all different) up- 
on the Books and A@tions of that 
falfe Prophet. 


™ A Book fo called, wrote by Prolymey. 
‘ The 
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The Prince who then govern’d the 
Mahometans,ob ferving fuch a Num- 
ber of jarring Opinions and Senti- 
ments upon the fame Subje@, com- 
manded all the 4/phagques,or Doctors 
of the Law, to meet at Dama/cuss 
in order to examine what was fit to 
be fupprefs'd, and what to be pre- 
ferv'd. 

The Doctors being aflembled, and 
the Books laid before them being fo 
numerous, that no lefs than two 
Hundred Mules were employ’d in 
the Carriage, it was thought proper 
to feleé fix Doctors out of the whole 
Number, who afterwards compofed 
the Zuna; thatis, the Book of the 
A@tions and Words of Mahomet. 


After this, the King eftablifhed 
that Book as the Rule of Faith a- 
mongft them,and commanded all the 

I reft 
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re{t fhould be thrown into the River, é 
which was accordingly executed. 


But the Caliph Almamon was the 
firftt who introduced,the Sciences a- | 
mongft the Arabians: To effed I 
which he gave out, that he had feen 
a Phantom ina Dream, under the 
Figure or Appearance of Ariffotle, 
who had order'd him to fend to 
Greece, and to the Latins, to fearch 
after Books as much as poflible, in 
order to learn Wifdom; that is, the | 
Knowledge of Things Divine and a 
Human, of which the ancient Gre- 
cians were fuch eminent Mafters, 

Almamon was very exact in ob- 
ferving thofe Directions; for after he 
had vanquifhed Michael II]. Empe- 
ror of Conffantinople, in Battle, and 
compell’d him to fubmit to hard 
Ferms of Peace, he infifted that he 
oe fhould 








C184 ] 
fhould have Liberty to take what 
Books he thought proper, in all Parts 
of the Empire, and to fend them to 
his own Country. 


Accordingly, the Caliph employ’d 


proper Perfons for that End; who 


brought home a great Number of 
Books,: and tranflated them into 4- 
rabic. 

King Manzor was not lefs afflidu- 
ous in cultivating Letters in Arabia, 
to which we muft attribute the great 
Number of learned Perfons in his 
Reign, who have left us many Works 
of Erudition. 

That Great Prince foundedSchools 
and Publick Libraries at Aforrocco, 
where the 4rabzans boaft is the firtt 
Copy of the Fuffimian Code. 

Weare inform’d by Lupennas,that 
the Library of Fez confifts of thirty- 
two. 
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two Thoufand Volumes; and fome 
affirm that all the Books of Lzvy 
are in the fame Place, with. thofe 
of Pappus of Alexandria, the great. 
Mathematician, thofe of Hiippocra- 
tes, Galen, and feveral other cele- 
brated Authors, whofe Works are 
not handed to us entire. ) 

According to the Relation of fome 
Travellers, there is, at Gaza, another 
famous Library of ancient Books, 
in moft of which are the Figures of 
Animals, and Cyphers, after the man- 
ner of the Egyptians, which makes 
it prefumed that they are fome Re- 
mains of the Alexandrzan Library. 

There is a Library at Damafcus, 
where Francis Rofa of Ravenna, 
found the myftical Philofophy of 
Ariftotle in Arabic, which he af- 
terwards publifhed. 
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Andrew Montgay the Phyfician: 
travell’d to the fame Place with no: 
other View than. to correct fuch of 
Avicen’s Books, as are come to our: 
Hands, from the Copies which are: 
reported to be in that Library, I 
have read fome whére, that in the: 
Year 1610, a Native of Mar /feilles 
had carried the King of Morocco’s 
Library of 8000 Volumes to the then 
King of Spaz; but! believe it was: 
that of Muley Cydam, which we 
mention’d before. 
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Of the Mahometan and Chriftian: 
LIBRARIES 7 Turkey.. 


Sh 2G HERE are three Libraries. 
(> at Conftantinople. The 

firft is that of Conftantine: 
the Great; at leaft, it is 
fuppofed to be fo: There we fee a: 
great many Manufcripts upon Parch- 
ment, amongift the reft, the Old 
and NewT eftament,.embellifh’d with. 
Gold and precious Stones, in the an- : 
tique Tafte. i 
The fecond is for the Ufe of alk 
Ranks of People without DiftinGion: 





The thitd, which 1s at a {mall Di- 
ftance from the Cabinet of the Su 
Lans,, 
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fans, is full of fcarce Volumes, fine- 
ly embellifh’d, and fo, by way of 
Excellence, it is call’d The Ottoman 
Library. 

If we may believe Baudier, there 
are in that Library one Hundred and 
twenty Books of Con/fantine’s,of pro- 
digious Bignefs, being above fix Feet 
in Breadth and two in Length, . He 
tells us befides, .that the Leaves are 
of Parchment, and fo artfully drefs’d 
that they feem to be rather Silk than 
Skins; that moftof them are wrote 
in Gold Letters, particularly the Old 
and New Teftament, and their Bind- 
ing is gilt, after the Manner of the 
Ancients, and enriched with preci- 
ous Stones, adding that the Su/tans 
fet fo higha Value upon thefe Books,. 
that no one is fuffer’d even to touch 
them: For the Truth of which] re- 
fer 
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fer my felf to the Author’s Veraci-« 

ty : And, indeed, there feems to be 

nothing extravagant in the Relation: 

But this is certain, that Peter de la 

Valla, a Gentleman of Rome, af- 

firms in the firft Part of his Itznera- 

ry, that all the Works of Levy are fe! 
in that Library, and that the French  & 
Ambaffador and himfelf had mana- tes 
ged the Librarian fo dextroufly, that 

he agreed to fell them for 10,000 

Crowns; but their Endeavours had e 
no Effect, for Livy could not be E 
found, though they were in fearch: | 
of him for feveral Months, 


He tells us likewife, that the late 
Grand Duke of Tufcany had after- 
wards offer’d five Thoufand Pieces 
of Eight for Livy; but a Fire broke 
out unfortunately in the Seragho, 
in 1665, which confumed a great 

part 
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part of the Palace, and almoft the 
whole Library; fo that if Levy was 
really there, we have room to ap- 
prehend he had the fame Fate with 
a great many other celebrated Au- 
thors, who perifhed in the fame 
Flames, to the great Detriment of 
Learning. 


There was in ancient Times, a 
very fine Library at the City of 4y- 
douil in Perfia, which was the Re- 
fidence of the Magi, according to 
the Report of Olearius, in his Itz 
NCVATLY. 

La Boulay le Gout informs us, 
that the People of Szbea make ufe 
of no more than threé Books; that 
is, the Book of Adam, that of the 
‘Divan, and the Alcoran ; and a cer- 
tain Jefuite tells us, he had feen a 
fumptuous Library at /gzers, of 
which 
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[ eon 7 | 
Which the Dey thew’d him feveral 
Volumes, and amongit the reft, a 
Lhomas & Kempis, of the Imitation 
of Chrift, tran{lated into the Turh- : 
ih Language, telling him at the {me .. 
time, that he efteemed it more than 
all the Books of his Religion. But 
the Dey had formerly been ‘a Chri- 
ftian. This is all I have been able 
to colle& concerning the Libraries 
of the Mahometans and Arabians. 
There isno room to doubt, but there i 
were feveral Authors among{t them, i 
who either compofed, or tranflated 
Books out of Greek, Latin, or He- 
brew, or fome other Language, into 
Arabic. They had feveral Schools, se 
as well in dfia as in Africa, and, 


no doubt, the Profeffors were Men 
of Letters, 


Cle- 
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Clenard informs us in the firft 
Book of his Epiftles, that he found 
in their Country, a Book of Gofpels 
writ in Arabic, which had been 
tranflated into that Language above 
fix Hundred Years. He fays like- 
wife, that he had feen another tran- 
flated into Arabic, containing the 
fame things we fee in the ancient 
Greek Copies, which Erafmus fol- 
low’d and corrected. They likewife 
tranflated fome Writings of Thomas 
Aguinas, with the Pfalms of ‘Da- 
vid,which they fing in their Mofques, 
for Mahomet recommended them 
very much: But they are ill tran- 
flated ; and as to the Books treating 
of the Arts and Sciences, there are 
{carcely any Foot{teps of them tobe 
feen, for they make no ufe of them 
now, amongft the Mahometans; 
but if there are any fuch, they mutt 
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[ 193 J 
be People of a tranfcendent Genius, 
endued with a large Fund of natural 
Parts, and who confequently Know- 
ing the Value of fuch Books, read 
and keep them as fo many Jewels, 

But it-is very certain, that Igno- 
rance is not more predominant, at 
this Time, amoneft the Mahometan 

Nations, than itis amongft the Gree 
Chriftians, where the Religious Or- 
ders, and even the Secular Priefis, 
feldom have any further Extent of 
Learning than to fay their Breviary, 
They are Strangers to the ancient 
Greek, though it was the Language 
of their Fathers, and they are en-. 
join’d by their Bifhops from read- 
ing any of the ancient Pagan Au- 
thors, as if it had been a Crime a- 
mongft them to be learned: So that 

they have no Men of Letters, or fo 

few at leaft, that ic is not worth 

S Time 
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C 194 J 
Time to fay any thing of them, 
their whole Knowledge being limited 
to the Study of the Acts of the Se- 
ven Synods of Greece, with the 
Works of St. Bafil, St. Chryfoftom, 
and St. fohn Damafcenus; nor are 
there many who proceed even fo far, 
fo much have Ignorance and Sloth 
poffefsid that Nation. They have, 
however, Libraries every where, but 
they confift of Manufcripts only, 
Printing not being in ufe amongft 
them. They have a Library at Mount 
Athos, aa many others, in which 
there is a prodigious Number of 
Manufcripts, but few printed Books. 
A certain Traveller who ‘had ‘been a 
Commander of a French Ship of 
War aflures us, he faw the Ruines of 
a City call’d Perifborz, at the Foot 


‘of that Mountain, near which the 


Turks have a Fortre(s, and that the 
Place 
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E 195 J 
Place is inhabited by Greeks, who 
have there a Church, and that the 
Part of it which is behind the Al- 
tar, is filled with Manufcripts, heap'd 
upon one another, without any Or- 
der or Regularity. 


We muft obferye, that thofe Li- ig 
braries are often vifited by the La- 
tins, who, from Time to Time; 
purchafe Manufcripts at extravagant 
Prices. 

It has béen reported with great 
Afturance, that St. 2Zuguffine'sW orks 
were inacertain Library in the Iand 
of Rhodes, and that Planudes had 
catried them from thence fome Ycars 
before the taking of Conflantinople 
by the Infidels. 


But thofe, who would be fo curi- 
ous as to know the Manufcripts 
brought to France, Italy and Ger- 
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[196 } - 
many, with thofe ftill remaining at 
Conftantinople, in the Hands of pri- 
vate Perfons, and in the Ileof Par. 
| mos, and other Mlands of the Archie- 
| pelago, in the Monattery of St. Ba- 
| fil, at Caffa, formerly called Theo~ 

- dofia in Crim Tartary, and feveral 
other Places in the Turkifh Domini- 
ons, muft perufe that excellent Trea- 
tife of Father Poffevius, called Ap- 
paratus Sacer, where the Reader 
will be agreeably entertained with 
an Account of thofe Manufcripts: 
Bur as Printing is now allow’d a- 
mongft the Turks, we haveReafon 
to believe that their Manufcripts will 
in Time be communicated to the 
learned World; and fome have been 
purchafed already by the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences at Paris. 
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There were, indeed, a great 
Number of Books and Manufcripts 
deftroyed by the Zartars, in the Je- 
fuites College. at Bacciefaray, in 
the Crim, when the Rufffans invaded 
that Country in 1737. So that they 
feem to have the fame Spleen to 
Letters with the old Goths, and 
other barbarous Nations of the 
North. 
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General RefleEtions upon the 
Choice of Booxs, and the 
Method of furnifbing Li- 


BRARIES avd CABINETS, 


Sen 2@ Othing can be more lau- 
) dable than forming Libra- 
ries, When the Founders 
have no other View than 
to improve: themfelves and Men of 
Letters: But it will be neceflary, in 
the firft Place, to give fome Directi- 
ons, which will be of great Import- 
ance towards effecting the Defign, as 

well 
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[ 260 J 
well with regard to the Choice of 
Books as the Manner of placing them 
to Advantage: Nor is it fufficient, 
in this Cafe, to be learned, fince he 
who would have a Collection wor- 
thy.of the Name of a Library,-muft, 
of all things, have a thorough Know- 
ledge of Books that he may diftin, 
euifh fuch as are valuable froma. the 
trifling: He muit likewife under- 
fland the Price of Books, Gtherwife 
heanay purchafe fome°at tad high a 
Rate, and undervalue others: All 
which: requifes no {mall Pegment 
and Experience: 

‘Let.us fuppofe vthen ihe Founder 
poflefs'd of all thofe Qualifications, 
thefe things fall next under Confi- 
deration. 

Firft, the Numbet’ of? Books: Se- 
condly, their Be and, Laftly, 
the 








ba a 4 spe a) ° i Lee aeane 19.95 GPSS 4 3 
FP aia R24 Maat AEH METRENIY TUG EBT IID AE LIE PM RCTS TRS HG RBA SUSE 





[201 J 
the Order in which they ought to be 
ranged. 

As to the Quantity, Regard muft 
be had, as well to Places as to Per- 
fons; for fhould a Man of a mode- 
rate Fortune propofe to have a Li- 
brary for his own Ufe only, it would 
be imprudent in him to embarrafs 
his Affairsin order to effe@ it. Under 
fuch Circumftances he muft rather 
confider theUfefulnefsthan the Num- 
ber of Books; for which we have 
the Authority of Seneca, who tells 
us, that a multitude of Books is more 
burthenfome than inftruGtive to the 
Underftanding. 

But if a private Perfon has Riches 
enough for founding a Library, as 
well for his own Ufe as for the Pub- 
lick, he ought to furnith it with the 
moft ufeful Volumes in all Arts and 
Sciences, and procure fuch as are 
fcarceft 





a ™ sd ai, anh. bhatene Geel seetort v M4 ‘ gel > “4 
eters gti PnP dW LAS LO NO 


“POP D SO TRAE POE BINT TEE MT eae Tae oe ee 
















































f 202 


i 
fearceft and moft valuable; from all 
Parts, that the Learned, of whom 
there are fo many Clafies, may in- 
ftru@t themfelves in what may be 
ufeful to them, and may.gratify their 
Enquiries. 

But as. the Condition and Abili- 
ties of fuch as would form Libraries 
are to be diftinguifhed, fo Regard 
muft likewife be had to Places ; for 
it is very difficult to procure, or col- 
le&t Books in fome Countries, with- 
out incredible Expence; a Defignof 


that kind would be impraéticable in 


America, Africa, and fome Parts of 
Afia: So that nothing can be deter- 
mined as to:the Number of Books, 
that depending entirely upon a 
Variety of Circumftances, and the 
Means of procuring them, ©as has 
been’ obferv’d before. 


As 











ears tee PU ae ieee eee if 



























[ 203 
As to the Second Topic, -fpecial 

Care muft be taken in the Choice of 

Books ; for upon that alone depends 

the Value of a Library. We mutt 

not form a Judgment of Books ei- 

ther by their Bulk, or Numbers, but 

by their intrinfic Merit and Ufeful- be 

fulnefs. Alexander Severus’s Li- fe 

brary confifted of no more than four 

Volumes; that is, the Works of 

Plato, Cicero, Virgil, and Horace. 

Melanchton feems to have imitated 

that Prince; for his ColleGion a- 

mounted to four Books only, P/,- 

to, Pliny, Plutarch, and Ptolomey. é 
There is another neceflary Leffon 

for thofe who form Defigns of ma- | 

king Libraries; that is, that they 

muft difengage themfelves from all 

Prejudices with regard either to an- 

cient or modern Books: for fuch a 

wrong Step often ‘precipitates’ the 

Judg- 
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Judgment, without Scrutiny or Ex- 
amination; as if Truth and Know- 
ledge were confined to any particu- 
lar Times or Places: The Ancients 
and Moderns fhould be placed in 
Collections, indifferently, provided 
they have thofe CharaGters we hinted 
before. | 

Let us now proceed to the Third 
Head, the Manner of placing Books 
in fuch Order, as that they may be 
reforted to upon any Emergency, 
without Difficulty, otherwife. they 
can produce but little Advantage ei- 
ther to the Owners, or others. 

The natural Method of placing 
Books and Manufcripts, is to range 
them in feparate Clafles, or Apart- 
ments, according to the Science, Art, 
or Subject, of which they treat. 

_ Here it will be neceffary to ob- 


ferye, that as feveral Authors have 
treated 


-_ ne a er 
Ayana memmen 1 rw! Lekph arsremesd ree a 


0 Sted oQirG 
aNSENeTEANa! 



























or ee ne ee UTC AS bn Cs tc 






















treated of various Subjects, it may 
be difficult to place them under any 
particular Clafs; Plutarch, for In-- 
{ftance, who was an Hiftorian,. a po- 
litical Writer, and a Philofopher, - 
The moft advifeable Method then is, 
to range them under the Head of 
mifcellaneous Authors, with proper-: 
References to each Subje&t : But this- 
will be more. intelligible by. an Ex- - 
“ample, 

Suppofe, then, we would know: 
the Names of the celebrated Hifto-: 
rians of the Ancients ; nothing more- 
is neceflary than to infpect the Clafs. 
under which the Hiftorians are pla~’ 
ced, and fo of other Faculties. By« 
this Management, one Set of mifcel--- 
laneous Authors will be fufficient, . 
and may be refortedto with as much « 
Eafe and Expedition as thofe whohave : 
confined themfelves to one Subject. 
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[ 206 Jj | 
In the Choice of Books Regard 
muft be had to the Edition, Character, : 
Paper, and Binding. — - 
i As to the Price, it is difficultto _ 
| give any pofitive Directions; that of 
ordinary Works is eafily known; 
but as to fuch as-are very fearce and 
curious, we can only obferve, that 
their Price is as uncertain as that of 
Medals, or other Monuments of An- 
tiquity, and often depends moreup-' 
on the Caprice of the Buyer,” than 
at the intrinfic Merit of the Work; 
oe fome piquing themfelves upon the. 
| i Poffeflion of Things, from noother 
| Confideration than their exorbitant: — 
ih Price. | 
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